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Caſual READER, 


HAT thou mayſt not loſe thy 
Time, or thy Money, in the Pur- 
chaſe or Peruſal of this Pamphlet; 
I think my ſelf bound in Juſtice, 
to acquaint thee before hand, that thou walt 


meet with nothing New in it. Both the 
Letter, and Reply, being written in the Time 


of Oliver's Uſurpation. e 
The Letter was ſent to me from a Friend, 


with whom I had a long and intimate Ac- 


quaintance. He was a Gentleman of that 


Worth and Candour, and Noblenels of Mind, 
as was not, I believe, to be match'd among 


all his Party. To whom yet he came in 
but late, (infomuch that even Barnabas allo 
was carried away with their Diſſimulation) 


though I could never ſay he was truly Theirs, 


having utterly refuſed to ſit in Judgment up- 
on the King, though he was nominated and 
pointed by them. But he W 
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55 To the Reader. 
his- particular Regard. and. Eſteem. tor me. ; 
whereby we continued. our former Conyer- 
ſation and Correſpondence. Nay, we were 
grown to ſuch a mutual Confidence in each 
other, that as I could freely write or ſpeak 
to him hat- oed zr eben 
of belle bethdy ol ; ſo he, being of a fr ank 
plentiful Fortune, gave me Commiſſion to 
fi Caſhier in London to take up Money as 
often as I pleaſed, not exceeding Ten Pounds 
at a Time, to beſtow: where I ſaw Need. 
Which accordingly: I often made uſe of, and 
always beſtow'd it, as he knew I would, 
upon the moſt ' Needy, and beſt Deſerving 
of our fuffering Cler e. 14, 
This Letter here printed was the laſt I 
received from him. Which (abating only 
the Complements and Civilies wherewith it 
was encloſed) I give thee whole and entire, 
as it came to my Hands. While I was. 
Writing my Reply, and had almoſt finiſhed 
it, News was brought me that my Friend 
, was dead. Notwithſtanding this, I went.on 
with it, and having brought ic to an Iſſue, 
communicated it immediately to my .honour- || .. 
ed Friend and Acquaintance, Dr. Hammond: 
Who beſtowing many kind Words upon it, " 
(yet not without animadverting on a Phraſe | 
or- two, which was ſoon amended) - preſfs'd 
me earneſtly to make it publick. Hereupon || , 
J went preſently to London, and addreſſed 1 
my ſelf among the Bookſellers, - to ſee if 11 
could meet with any among them that 
i „ 5 would 


7 


2 75 845 Ebrder. 
Aae adventure with mel ſo bur ange ge 


Preciteld. 01 SiC&n0ls&I}ny 10 fun ad blub 
2 went ſirſt to a Stationen, 5 H could 
namg;:;thendiving linder StiDinſian” — 

in Fleet -ſtyetto,oow bot having formerly-prente: 
two eee of mine againſt the; En- 
gagementzal hoped might be perſuaded to 
attempt Wal But he having pers the 
Papers for ſame Time, delivered them tonne 
Againias r perillous for him to engage, in. 

Then Lent to anoghgr, hom I ilk not 
name, of whom yet I leſs :doubtedz thiefly 
as: _—_ Dr. Hanmmons's Recommendation. 
But he 4 aving had thecperuſal of themalikes 
wiſe, for: fame Time, ſbund them behitte to 
hot, or too heavy; too dangerous, ort dull 5 
for him to meddle withes So that! EAWag 
forced to return home wWirli my Pa pets, Re 
infecti. Where throwing them-alidg, Iinever 
| _ them from that Time/to this; ia / mynEye, 
or in- my Thoughts, to Wy belt; Remem- 
e not ſince his Majeſty's Reſtautat ian, 
Liam” ſure, till the zoth of Januar 1683. 
When ſearching for a Paper I had formerly 
writ on the Occaſion of that fad Day, Theſe 
likewiſe fell into my Hands, I was ſtrange- 
ly ſurpriſed at it ; and haſtily running them 
over, I ſtreight delivered them to a learned 
and judicious Neighbour of miae, to ſce if 
there was any thing in them that might yet 
be yſeful ro the Publick, He tells me quick · 
ly, That theſe Times having likewiſe a ſtrong 
Tendency to Rebellion, nothing that had 
A A 3 been 
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been ſaid, or could be ſaid, on that Point, 


would be unfit or unſea ſonable to obſtrutt 


againſt it. And having read over the Pa- 


rs, he added further, That ſince any new 
ommotions or Rebellion, muſt be alwa 


bottomed upon the Pretentions of the Old; 


thoſe Pretenſions being clearly and advan- 
tageouſly laid down in the Lecter, and as ful- 
ly and clearly, to his thinking, anſwered and 
taken away in the Reply, I muſt not ſuppreſs 
them any longer: But he impatiently ex- 
horted me to make them public. 
Upon this Encouragement I was perſuad- 
ed, even at this Time of the Day, to ſub- 
mit them to the Wiſdom and Authority of 
my Superiors. And wrapping my ſelf up 
in the Intereſt and Peace of the Community, 
am contented (if they think fit) to expoſe my 


private Infirmities, and even the Weakneſs 


of my younger Years, without any Va- 


riation at all, to thy View and Cenſure. 


Farewell. 5 " I"rre1 
N Mp 
) F... We 
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114 7 Inſtance" of of Jack, * „ wat 4 
I which Love you the greateſt Offence." Anil 
. 7 muſt confeſs, I think, it was the ' weakeſt 
Par of my Diſcreſe and moſt unfit to have Streſs , 
laid on it (if Edification rather than Conqueſt had been 

fought ) But yet, if Thad been —— in 
it, I believe it would not have raduced thar Efect. 
For I was far from making that 4 Rule, or Example, 
for other Auen to alt by, without the ſame Spirit and 
Canſe to juſtify them in the Action. And ſo 2 fm 
maling any Rule of" the Old Teftament to be A certain 
| Guide for us now; That I de nor bold that any Rule 
_ of the New Teft ment will \juftiſy an Adlion that” P 
conformed thereto, unleſs it be done alſo in a" Mew 
Teſtament” Spirits And that abe obliging Men to ſomt 
certain Meaſures of Doftrine ar Worſhip, gathered from 


1 the New Teſtament, without Conſideration of the Sura- 


bleneſs of the ſeveral Gromt his of Chriſtians thereto, has 
been the Foundation of all that Formality, Ignorant 
and implicit Faith, which has built up, and CA 
ebe Babel f our'Chri e World. All the Drift of that 
Auſtance mas but to ſhew, that the People of G now 
: arms e dean}: map. . bn er- 
Marram againſt this: Babel, as thoſe: d 
Gl had * and F c. the — 


| * 9 3 2 . 
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by Virtue of ſuch an Example, or by the Obſervation 
of the Letter ef Prophecies (which yet ſpeak. plainly 
enough of the Deſtruftion of this Babel in warlike Way 
by the People of God) I am perſuaded, that sf they 
| have not a true Spirit praportionable, they will thereby but 
bring the greater Wrath upon themſelves. For we ſhall 
find that the. Myſtery of Babylon reaches. farther than 
we are aware of. For though it be held forth on 
under the Form of the City and Empire: of Rome, «& 
it was divided into Kingdoms, and united again to 
that one City under that Eccleſiaſtical Head; yet we 
are to learn thereby, That it « the evil Principles, 
both in relation to Spirituals and Gvils, which ruled 
moſt eminently in that Form, that is intended; and 
that every. other Form that partakes of them, is ſo 
Jar )farth guilty, ef the ſame. Condemnation. And 
doubtleſs the greater Condemnation is due to any State, 
or Perſon that ſhall condemn that Principle in that or 
any ot her groſs Appearance; and yet. ſhall maintain the 
fame Principles themſelves in 4 more refined and bypo» 
critical Way. And what's this evil Principle? but that 
implicit Faith in Spirituals, and implicit Obedience in 
Cuuils, y which the ver nors both of Church and 
State have held that Holy Seed in Bondage, and hin- 
ared the Improvement of that Image a Gd in Holi- 
neſs. and Righteouſneſs,- which was: ſo much defaced in 
the firſt Fall. And that this did reign eminently in 
our former Government, is apparent enough by thoſe 
Frinciples which dinied any Power to bound or limit 
the King againſt hit Wall; or to 3 the Church 
in the Interpretation \of.1 Scriptures, ute 4 particular 
Man f Con ſcience. Aud, I wiſh: I could 1 as well ex- 
cuſe theſe Powers.#hat:\fucceed,"' 4 I could condenin 

te former. But rh only is to he ſaid, That if that 
Zeal were right, it will lead the ſame Perſons on ty 
he Daſt ruct ion 'of| mbat is of the ſam Larrupt ian in 
them ſelven, and ot heru under their Pam. And if \the 

on de not perſuade. their Hearts to candemn them 


; ſſielves, 
| 5 


ſelues, he will raiſe up others to condemn them, 4 they 
| have done thoſe, before them. And though this. Remedy 
may ſeem to you wonſe than the Diſeaſe ; yet there 
zur that can eſtabliſh any in ſo abſolute a'Way, as 
to prevent the Danger of \ theſe:kin4 of  Diſtukbances. 


wa 


ple from being... ſcattered. into theſe Confuſiont, is that 
Farm of. abſolute Aonarchy, and that in an hereditary 
May. But get that muſt admit of an Opportunity far 
a juſtifiable. Reſiſt ance, and ſo of the evil Conſequences 
which we would ſo much avoid. - For | ſuppoſe the King 

to be Abſolute. yet he may be either 4 Fool, or ma, 
or otherwiſe diſtemper'd, ſo as to command thoſe Things 
whnch are abſolutely deſtruftive. to that Society, whuch 
| be: is bound ta pre ſarue. In ſuch a Caſe there muſt be 

ſame Council, or ſingle Perſon, that muſt govern ub 
Common me alth in his Stead, for a Time at leaſt. Nam 
sf this be ſo, there then they muſt alſo judge, mhen be 
3s in ſuch a Condition, or in any other as deſtructive; 
and how long he continues therein; and not he himſelf, 
who will be ſtill tne more incapable of owning his Diſ- 
ability, by how much he is really diſabled. But ſup- 
poſe the reſtoring the old Form of Government would 
reſtore that abſolute Peace and Happineſs to the Na- 
tion which is deſired : Tet the Means which is main- 
rained to bring it about, is worſe than the Want of 
it. For that Principle which makes it abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary-for-the-People to expoſe their Iiuos and Fortunes | 
for it, and to keep thoſe Oaths and Covenants which 
were made to it with that Hazard, will make them loſe _ 
their very Being to gain a well Being (and be never the 
nearer it neither.) For if the People in this ſcatter'd 
and diſarm'd Poſture, ſhould hold an avowed Allegi- 
ance to the former Government, they expoſe themſelves 
all to the Sword, as Traytors to this. And if they 
| ſhall have ſuch 4 Reſerve in their Hearts, whilſt they 
pretend an Acknowledgment to this, that can avail 
vt hing td the other's legal Right, but render thoſe — 
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ple the more nl that ſhall be talen in foe 
demie Dealing. For my own part, I have been . much 
afraid as any, of giving the leaſt Eucouragement te any 
thing that bas been ſet up by theſe Wee Ways. 
= bo — I Food miſſed ortwnities of 


| Jed bis Will by a fu full Poſſeſſion; and ſerond- 
nog it 25 many ſignal are roger 4. think we may 
o well to ceaſe r againſt his Prerogative, whith 
ir to diſpoſe of the Kingdoms of Men to 1 805 m he pleaſe ſer, 
and not to be asked what he does, though he ſhould yive 
them to the baſeft of Men. And Truly" F have found 
it but the fleſbly and 2 Part in me that bas mur -· 
wured at theſe Changes, a will not look up to Hea- 
een #0 aſcribe al Power to that wiſe Watober and Diſ- 
poſer of a Things. Adethint: if that qth Chapter of 
Daniel were ſercouſly peruſed, it ſhould der Something ' 
thet Fg be for: our e in this Points 2 
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that Nicety. And, when the Lord has 
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8 7 FT E R ſo long a Demurr, to which I was 
A - | invited firſt by your own Commands, I 
£4 A ſhould think the Seaſon wholly paſt for n 
Reply, 


only that the Royalty and Prerogative of 
that Cauſe for which 1 plead, falls by no means un- 
der the Commenſuration of Time, nor ean be pre- 
judiced by any Intervals or Interragnums whatſo- 
ever; according to that known Maxim in our 
Law, Nullum tempus occurrit Regi. And therefore 
the Vote for Non- addreſſes being no recalled and 
ſuperſeded by Word of Mouth when I was laſt with 
you, I take the Freedom to examine your Letter. 
But ſtill preſerving the ſpecial Favour and _— 
of your Deliga in ſending it to me, whole anc 
unqueſtioned. r en 


ent 
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And firſt to begin with Fel, whorſtands in the 
Tent-door and Entrance of your Letter. She be- 
ing in Artears (as you remember) before, and The 


F 
That what was done by her indeed as an Act of 
great Faith. in believing the Word of God, and 
geknowledging that Right which-the Childrens of 
Jſrael had to the Land of Canaan, and ſo according- 


buſed by you, as 


ly of doing it and ety, 

to juſtify che te Lying and Tre: 

ſon, &c. for the bringing about what you pleaſe 
to call and fancy a good Work. e 


To this I anſwered. Admitting, but not grant- 
„ that J did well (not only bonum, hut hend) 
knhat ſne thus did, (for it might be Weakneß aud 
Failing in her, for any thing the Scripture ys to 
he contrary And that ſo it was we ſhall 'after- * 
wards evince.) Vet it will not at all follow, thai 
the ſame Way, though to as good an End, is Jiw- 
ful or prafticable"trow. For that there is this vaſt 
Difference bet wixt us and her: That in her Time, 
and to héri (he- being not a Few) it muſt. be re- 
membred (a id ſo not concerned or acquainted with 
the Law of Moſer)" there was no ſuch exprefs Law 
j of Revelation from Heaven againſt it. And where 
„no Law is there is no Tranſgreſſion: God 
Rem. 4. 45. winking at thoſe! Times of Ighorance, 
ARs 17. 30. whereas now he commands all Meg e- 
| Col. 3.9. very where, Not to lye one to another ; 
bl r Theſ. 4.6. and, That no Ma go. beyond or defraud 
Matt. 5, 33. his Brother in any Matter: Not to for- 


vt 


, PH. 15. f. ear our ſelves; bim to perform unto 

| „ the Lord our Oaths: And to keep our 

| Promiſe, though it were to. our 'own Hindrancei; 
She like buf non 5 I ; „0 Io go 50 


f from that. ſinre i and generally under the Goſpel, 

[i not only in: the Degrees! of it, whereby we are 
vad e obliged 
i 5 


/ 


L 


to a higber Pitch and Proficiency now int 

. * Duty, than they of old 2 bur allo in the 
very Kind and Species of it, whereby many Things 
were lawful and indifferent then, Which, now are 
not ſo: Nay, many Things pious and holy r 
which are now wicked and damnable.;.; 

And l for full Proof this, I inſtanc'd particularly 
in:Elias. Whoſe calling for Fire from 2Kin. ; x0 
Heaven, and deſtroying his Enemies, 5 
was queſtionleſs in him an A@ of Zeal and Fiety 
acceptable to God. Whereas the ſame Motion an 
Offer is condemned by Chriſt in his Diſciples, as 
beiog/wholly inconſiſtent and contrary to that Spi- 
rit He was to plant in them; or to that Mani- 
feſtation of the Spirit rather of ſuffering and ſaving 
He came to ſhew forth. among Men. For I am not 
come, ' ſays He, to deſtroy Mens Lives, but Luk. 9. % 
to {ave them · And certainly all that are 89 _ 
called Chriſtians, or pretend to his Spirit, muſt > 
walk as they have Chriſt for thaw Kerben , 
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To all which, You are nlesfed to anſwer for 

your ſelf. That you are ſo far from making an 

Rule-of the Old Teſtament, much leſs any Practic 
there, a certain Guide for us now without the ſame 
Spirit; That you do not hold that any Rule of the 
New Teſtament will juſtify an Action that is con- 
form'd the reunto, unlefs it * done alſo in a New 
Teſtament Spirit. «14 
Truly, Sir, what you ſay i is yery. right, That EF 
New Teſtament: Spirit, i. e. Charity, is a neceſſary 
Qualification to denominate any Action to be truly 
For, Though 1 beſtow all my Goods Cen 10 
#9; fred, the Poor, and have not Charity, 4 Loy 
ſaith gt · Paul, it proßteth me npthing . But this comes 
not dome at al Gh . e 
dw 


„ 


1 
44 114 
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between us is not, Whether any Action car he goe 


now without Charity? But, Whether Charity, 
a good End, can make any Action (how foul anc 
lawleſs ſoever) to be good? Bonum, ſay the School- 
men, fit ex Integris ; Malum & quolibet defeftu;' To 
make a Thing evil, it is ſufficient that it fail in an 
ane Circumſtance ; but it muſt be perfect and 
complete throughout to make it good. And there- 
fore, though to be done without Charity, or a 
New Teftament Spirit, be enough indeed to make 
any Action evil, it will by no means follow from 
hence, That where-ever Charity is, the Action 
muſt ſtreight be good: Suppoſing it to fail yet in 

fome other Particular. For then all Actions will 

be alike : Treaſon, Perjury,' Lying, and the reſt, 

in an equal Degree of Vertue and Capacity to good, 
as Alms, Prayers and Martyrdom. As neither of 
them good, if not done in Charity; ſo by that 

they may all be ſublin'd into neceſſary Acts of 
Piety and Religion. Whereas theſe Things are fo 
intrinſically evil, and ex natura Rei, that they can 
never be otherwiſe. Lying (for example) being 
ſo contrary to the Nature and Eſſence of God, 
) who is Truth it ſelf, that he can no more lye, 
| Joh. . than not be God. God cannot lye. And 
j Num 22, 19. what he cannot do himſelf, no Spirit 
| 0 of his, whether of the Old or New 
Teſtament, can authorize or approve any in the 


5 


argues, That the Prieſthood being chang'd, 


Son of Man, and on him for their Saviour, f 


L 
themſelves,” does pretty well imply what I only 
charged you with That you pretend therefore to 
the Spitit af Fae! z and ſo fall back from Chiſt to 


Mofes ; from the Goſpel to the Law; Nay, from 


that glorious midday- light in the Goſpel (which he 
that runs may read) to ſecure your ſelves, as in Fael, 
in the Darkneſs and Ignorance of the firſt Times. 
Te Old Teſtament Spirit was indeed the Spirit 
of God; but fitted and proportion'd to Cirtumci- 
ſion, the Old Teſtament, or Old Covenant it ſelf 
to which it ſerved. Which being now out- dated 
and ſuperſeded. by a better, a Covenant ,. IPL 
_ eſtabliſhed upon better Promiſes : There 
is likewiſe a better Spirit, that is to ſay, a higher 
and more excellent Admiaiſtration of the ſame Spi- 
in proportion to it. For, as the Apoſtle e i 85, 
there is made of neceſſity a Change alſo of the Law: 
So the Law or Teſtament being chang'd, there is 
made of neceſſity a Change alſo of the Spirit. Tho“ 
both from God, the Old Teſtament, and the Old 
Spirit, yet both to be altered and made better by 
him. Ye know not what Spirit ye are of, Luk 1 4 
(faith our S«viozr to his three Diſciples)” ? 9.5 
For the Son of Man came not to deſtroy,. &c. There* 
by evidently diſtinguiſhing his Spirit not in theſe 
three Diſciples only, but in all that belong to the 


and 


% ot 


that deſtroying Spirit of Elias, which ruled 
govern'd ia the Old Teſtament. i $ * 4 
The Law was given in Thunder and Lightning, 
as being the Letter of Condemnation, and ſo to 52 
managed by a killing and deſtroying Spirit, alwa 
ex preſſing it ſelf in Zeal, and fiery Iudigaation (a 
from hence came that Fus Zelorarum among 1 
the Jews): as in Phinebes, Elias, and the 8 


whole Tribe of Levi, who conſecrated 28. 


? 
29. 


. ; «de hg. deans, A 45 r 
themſelves to the Service of God, and Attendance 


ba on 


we). 
his Altar in the Blood of their Brethren. Where· 
as the Goſpel of Peace coming down like the Rain 
into a Fleece of Wooll, as being the Miniſtry for 
reconciling Sinners to God; of ſeeking and ſaving. 
that which was loſt, is accordingly actuated with a' 
Spirit of Charity born upon the Wings of a migh- FF. 
ty Love, and immortal Patigabe ;; ſpreading and 5 
ſtretching it ſelf. to our greateſt Enemies and the 
higheſt Oppoſers of Religion for Edification, and 
not for their Deſtruction. And in a contrary Me- 
thod to the Levitical Conſecration in the Old Te- 
ſtament, a main Qualification to adapt or conſe- 
crate any one for the Service of thle New, is, That 
* he be no Striker. The old Spirit of Zeal. 
1 7 is become it ſelf now a Work. of the 
vues Gal. . Fleſh. Mercy, Meek neſs and Moderati- 
-_ on are the proper Vertues, and a New: .ſ* 
: 1. Commandment of Love ſuperinſtituted 
2 Cor. 5. 17. in the ſtead of it. Old Things are paſſed 
217 . away, behold, all Things are become New; 
A New Teſtament, and a New Spirit, like new 
Wine put into new Bottles for the) Preſervation 
And as the old Covenant of Circumciſion, which, 
while itwas in force, was urged by God with ſomuch 
Stritneſs and Severity; that the omitting of it was 
inſtant Death and Exciſion (Whoſoever among you 
Gn is not circumciſed, that Soul ſhall be cut 
Gen. 174. off from his People) is yet become in the 
New Teſtament not unneceſſary only, but far more 
urtful and pernicious in the Uſe of it, than the 
Contempt or Neglect of it could formerly have been. 
l. f. 2. H qe be circumciſed, ſays St. Paul, Chriſt 
ball profit. you nothing. So the Old Teſta» : 
ment Spirit, which was accounted'for.Righteouſneſs 
to Phinehas, Elias, and the reſt; will bridg as ſwift f 
v. 14, Peſtruction upon any nom ho pretend to it. | 
2:26. As many of-yantas- are joſtified: by the Lac 
. | are : 


w 
4 
. : 


- 
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are fallen from Grace. Tis a plain renouncing and 
bidding farewell to the Spirit of Grace, to juſtifie 
your Actions by the Spirit of the Law; a prefer- 
ring Moſes before Chriſt ; a direct Writer 
to the Set of the Jews; and the moſt hatefu 
Oppoſition to Chriſt and his Goſpel. Which is 


made ſo much more odious than the Judaiſm of 


Old, in as much as it pretends to this from a Heigth 
and Growth in Chriſtianity : A Judaiſm not from 
the Jews, but Judas, who, in appearance of Kind- 
neſs and greater Intereſt and Familiarity with his 
Maſter, did ſhamefully betray him · Thus they are, 
forſooth, lifted above Ordinances 3 and while the 
_ reſt of the Apoſtles are put upon Duties, Watch- 

ing and Praying in the Garden ; while all other 


_ Chriſtians are under Command to their Superiorss 


_ defrauding no Man, Truth in their Promiſes, and 
the like; and not thinking our ſelves worthy to 
ſit down with Chriſt on his Throne, eſteem it a 
ſpecial Privilege to enjoy him in his Sacraments z 


To ſhew forth the Lord's Death till he come Cor. Ss 


(as we are bidden) in the Holy Supper; Mb . l 
anqd to be born again of Water and the!“ ? Wo. 
Spirit; as a neceſſary Condition of ſeeing the King- 
dom of God: Judas ruſhes in with a haſty Kiſs: 
And ſo theſe overgrown Chriſtians with their Lant- 
horas, and Weapons, and armed Men, fall preſent- 
1y a kiſſing of Chriſt ; no longer to be kept off at 
the Diſtance of a Sacrament, qr, the Reverence of a 
Duty; but under colour of a greater Growth and 
and Iatereſt in him, betray him manifeſtly to the 
Jews, and that Old Teſtament Spirit, in all his 
Laws, and Sacraments, and Services, to be cruci - 


grees and 
n in Chriſt: There is 
hat, 
both 


t 2 weaker 


. y 
e 
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both in reſpect of Knowledge, and in reſpe& of 


Grace, whereby ſome Chriſtians are more regene- 
rate, have mortified farther than others: Some 
Chriſtians are more knowing, and fo at greater 
Freedom and Liberty than others. But yet certain- 
ly they are all within the ſame Incloſure of Obedt- 
ence to the Laws and Commandments of Chriſt. 


The leſs knowing Chriſtian may perhaps miſs ſome 


Part of that Liberty which Chriſt hath purchaſed 
for him; but the moſt knowing muſk not dare to 
tranſpreſs the leaſt Law or Command of his Maſter. 


The Freedom only lies in Matters of a middle Na- 


ture; which being under no Command or Prohibi- 
tion at all, the weak or ignorant Chriſtian does, 
by his want of Knowledge, conceive otherwiſe; and 


ſo obliges himſelf to do or not to do accordingly. 
And thus likewiſe in the Growth of Grace, and 


Degrees of Mortification ; he that mortifies leaſt, 
mult yet be ſuppoſed to mortifie every known Laſt, 
and to practiſe an uniform Obedience to the Laws 
of Chriſt. He that is partial to himſelf in either, 


is but almoſt à Chriſtian. The Degree conſiſts not 


in mortifying this Sin which another does not; or 
in obeying this Law or Command of Chriſt, which 
another Chriſtian, on the ſame Occaſion, would 
not: But in mortifying this Sin in a greater Meaſure; 
hating it with a more. Wat 
more nn ly againft the Occaſions, and Provo- 
cativns which f 


4 5 * CAC 8 ys 4 
and earneſtly againſt it. So in oheying the Com- 


mann with a greater Defre and Delight, Virtum 


3 


kniore, making fr our own Choice 5 Judging the 
Command moſt fit and reaſonable; the Yoke to be 


gn eaſy Yoke, and ſo our Obedience and Submiſſion 


ti it The very Pleaſureable Part of our Lives. And 
5 es "Farther enlarging our Mortißcation to ſome 
PFreedoms and fnddigencies allow 'd unto us by God 


our 


ect Hatred; warching 


to it; praying more frequently 


and his Church, wherein we think ft to reftrain 


E31 


our ell "Al things ave lawful for the ben th 


Apoſtle) v 4 * wil nor 'be brought under 1 Cor. 125 


the Power of any. And' thus in pur Obe- 
dience; het confining it. *barel\ to the yah Laws 


and Commands of 000 Lord, ut aiming likewiſe 


at his Counſels, and eadcavouring 100 fh Petfe- 


ction. And while we might without Sin, nay, do 


well, as, St. Paul ſays, by giving our 3 bay. 
Virgia in Marriage; yet reſolve by gi- 1 Chr. 7: 38. 
ving her not in Marriage to do better. | 
Pur our ſelves with the Apoſtle into the AR 19. 35, 
Theatre, When we might have the Be- $4 
nefit to eſcape Perſecation. Labour” 1 Cor. 9. 
with our Hands when we have a Power (| 
to live 6% the Goſpel 3 5 and the like. 


"SECTION. III. 


Hot. yet, i this makes nothing ut 5 112 
obliging Men to ſome certain Meafares of Doctrine 
and NV orlhip gather'd out of the New Teſtament: 
For that ſome Poctrines there are in the New Teſta- 
ment ſo apprimely neceſſary, that he is not aChriſti- 
an that is igagrant of them, or does not 2 
them. Some Parts of God's Worſhip are of ſuch 
univerſal tereſt and enn that na Chri- 
ſtian Church or Communion can be withqut them. 
And to pretend a Weakneſs o Unſuitableneſs of 
our Spirits unto hen to profeſs our ſelves really 
lafidels, And for other Dockrines, as Stars of 4 
leſſer Ma; gnitude, yet certainly God's revealing them 
unto us in a New Teſtament, does lay an Obliga- 5 
tion upon us of receiving them, as ſoon as they are 
propoynded, unto us by the Authority of his Word. 
for aut, Worſhip, if it take in all that is 
commanded by God in this Matter, and add no- 
thing forbiddea by him, ſupplying the reſt with 
ſuitable — to God * our ſelves; and the 


Whole 


14 J 


whole Church, I know not what Fault there can 


be in obliging Men to an Obſervation of it. 
© Weakneſs of Conſcience. was very pleadable in 


ths, Pans of the Apoſtles, and firſt planting of 
_ Chriſtianity, When, all Men'being Jews or Gentiles, | 


the Chri ſtian, Jews were to. receive Doctrines, and 
Sacraments, ite eye to what they had 
received before from the Month of God, which was 
given unto them by the Miniſtry of Angels ; con- 
firm'd by Miracles; and endeared unto them by the 
Wiſdom and Witneſs of all Ages. And no marvel 
if pious Souls ſtuck now and then, could not in- 
| ſtantly vuolearn- the Religion of the Prophets, and 
Patriarchs of God and his holy Angels; nor ſwal- 


low down every Camel without chewing, And ſo 
the Gentiles were brought, by Chriſtianity, into, 


Principles and Practiſes, where they were not only 


to forget what they had been formerly taught and 


brought up in, and wherein they had lived; but 
utterly to condema it, and themſelves for it. All 
the divine Myſteries and Rites whereby they were 
accepted by their Gods; admired in the World; 
made auſpicious and lucky in their ſeveral Un- 


dertakings; were now to be mortified as ſo many 


beaſtly and unnatural: Luſts : Their nobleſt and 
moſt. heroical Vertues, as Ambition, Pride, Re- 
venge, and the like, inſtantly metamorphoſed into 
ſo many horrid Vices. Their Heaven turned into 
Hell; and their Geds not fo be rejected barely as 
no Gods, but to be hated and abomina ted by them 


as downright Devils. And in lieu of all theſe, to 


take upon them the Doctrine of the Croſs, and the 
Worſhip of, a Cnc Ys 8 
Aod what Wonder, if in this haſty Flight from 
royal Sodom to little Zoar, there be ſome lookings 
back z if in this violent Change from the Extremity 
of Cold to extreme Heat there is ſome Doubtings 
and Deliquiums? Which yet (it is very obſervable) 
ener TG 7 Ons 000 


* Ms 8 
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1 7 po: | 1 in ie; 
bat this only till they could be inſtfuctei ig 


"© | ws 


were not uta indulged to Ey Chriſt or his Apoltles; 
Hestheniſm at ſelf being a Sin, together, with f 
Rites add Appendages of it. However, they ha 
bound it to themſelves with long Cuſtom, an curly 
Educa tion, and ſtrong Per ſuaſions; this gaigs them 
nb Privilege or Toleratidh, no not for àn Hour. 
All the Allo wances aid lug agencies, tie For bear- 
ings and Complia nces, Were upon the Jewiſh) Stock 
and Intereſt. God had deceived them, as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, and they were deceived. And ſq the 
Weakneſs being (in ſame ſenſe) His; the Weak⸗ 
neſt of his Law to which they had beef obliged, 
they were for ſome time indulged” by him“ ig iel; 


periſhing Nature of thoſe legal Ceremonies and Ser- 
vices; and the Abolition made plain to theme fem 


- "the ſame Authority as hack before eſtabhiſhed then. 


gainſt it. 1/ye be circumcii d, Chriſt ſhall yrb- Gal, 74 
t you nothing. And ſo having been a Cates 920 E 


tobe Teachers, they had need to be taught 


And when this is once done, then dt their own 


Peril be it if they ſtill continue them. Fheir Weak- 


neſs of Conſcience wiſf no longer bo. r Force to 
plead for them. St. Paul, who had before; Tt com- 
pliance with their Weakanefs, been the n 
Author of Circumciſion to Timothy, be- Act. 18. 1. 


* 


comes Toon after, as ſevere a Preacher ? 


1 


chiſt for ſome time to the Hebrews, and employed 
himſelf in laying down; and expounding to them 

the Principles of Chriſtian Religion ; wh „ with- 
out conſidering the Growth of their Spirits, nay, 
con nny clearly that they were not grown; 


That, whereas for the Time they qught ieh. . 13 


again their Old Leſſon ; even the firſt Principles of 


Chriſtianity. What? Does he think it neceſſary 


to comply with their Weakneſs ? To ſult! himſelf 
ſtin to their Dulneſs ? No. Their Weakneſs' and 
Dulaeſs was atterly their own Fault: For the Time 
Nu B 3 they 
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they ought to be 3 Therefore: Ieavint - 
Heb. 6 1. ſays he, the Principles, let sg on un- 
+11 to PerfeQion, nor laying agaimthe Foun- 
dation, Ger And, as in, Poctrines, Thus he, eels 
likewiſe.io Ceremonies, ora Form of; Worſhip... 
his firſt Epiſtle, to the Crinthi ans he declates bow i, 
and: gecent, and orderly,it-,was for Men 2o-werſhip 
God b rebeaded,, and Women covered. And. this 
-6Cbs i t- he proves by, ſeveral Mediums, and from 
bogs ſeveral Topicks, And when that is done, 
78 155 nake Proviſion for tender Fons or 
Ek uld be eee at te Dags ede 
mew fy 128 every cek and ality x Spi- 
1 {as — Spirit of e all its 
v. 16. Growths.) 1 if any Man ſcem to be con- 
tengieus, ſays he, (as he muſt needs do that 
will © oppaſe, . and pretend ſcruple ; - univerſal. 
Cuſtom and Practiſe muſt ſilence him whom Reaſon 
ag not) we. have no ſuch Cuftors nor the ele F 
Je 101312 Af 
From hae: then te mit appear; Firſt, wherein 
this Weakneſs is allowable. and to be born with; 
and Secondly, how long . Firſt, not in Diſobedi- 
1512 any practical Law. of Chriſt. Let every ons 
at nameth the Name of Chriſt depart from Iniguity. 
The. weakeſt and moſt; infant Chrſtian that names 
but that holy Name, and profe ſſes himſelf a Diſ- 
ciple. of that Maſter, muſt frame his Actions in 
ſome Kind of Equity and Agreableneſs to the — 5 
of bis Maſter. St. Faul, the great Indulger of bis 
Brother's Weakneſs, is yet ſufficiently ſevere againſt 
all Offenders in this Matter. No Whoremenger, 
nor Idolater, nor Adulterer, ſhall inherit the King- 
dom of God. And again, ſays. he, Ler every Sem 


& OT i the higher _—_ No We, of 
an 
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any Perſon, no Excuſe upon any Pretence whatſo- 
ever. They that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Dam- 
mation. And the Reaſon is, becauſe theſe Laws be- 
ing impriated in our very Nature, and a Part of 
our ſelves, are only reduced and brought hack b 
Chriſtianity, and recover'd from thoſe. Blots and 
Stains which were caſt upon them Þy our Sins, 
and the contrary Cuſtoms of a wicked Word. And 
therefore all Ignorance and Scruple here, gains no 
more Benefit of Toleration than is Heatheniſm it 
did. Whereas ſeveral Credenda there are, and Do- 
ctrinal Verities, which as they are not ſo plainly, and 
expreſly laid down, but they muſt be drawn out by 
referring to ſeveral and diſtant Places of Scripture, 
and therefore not diſcernable at one View: So when 
they are preſeated to us, there are ſcarce agy.Foat- 
ſteps, or former Impreſſions of them on our Spirits 
to work their Admittance. Many of them being 
above Reaſon and the Reach of a Man's Ugder: 
ſtandiug. Which therefore God is pleaſed to ſink 
into us by Degrees, not to preſs them upon us in 
groſs, but here a little, and there a little, as we are 
able to bear them. Humane Reaſon be- A - 
ing the ſame to us as the Law was to W 
the Jews. Both written by the Finger 
of God: Neither of them contrary, yet both much 
weaker and far inferior to the Doctrine of Chriſt; 
And therefore, though there might be ſome Time 
of Indulgence upoa that Account, as the Jewiſh Law 
was allow'd of for ſome Years : Yet this only till 
the ſame Authority could be made known for the 
one as for the other : That the God of our Reaſon 
is he who does require us to an Aſlent to theſe 


Things ahove qur Reaſon, and then our Reaſon be» 


comes inſtantly engaged in the Work. All Excuſes 
are taken away, and it is moſt unreaſonable not to 
aſſent to them. He that is a Few ſtill, is not to be 
look d upon as a weak * And after God by 
27 GR 65 4 1 IS 


. 
his Church has declared, and ſet forth theſe Do- 
Arines for ſo long together; we that live in the 
fifteenth or ſixteenth Century, can be little bene- 
fited by the pleading of Ignorance. For the Time 
we ought to be Teachers; and thereby the Church 
is fully impower' d to exact and require them of us. 

And ſo in the Form and Manner of our Wore. 
ſhip, Weakneſs will be of no Force againſt Cuſtom 
univerſal. When the Decency of our Ceremonies 
is ſo plaialy viſible to all; the Innocency of them 
ſo fully vindicated ;. the abſolute Indifferency of 
them in themſelves ſo loudly profeſs'd and ac- 
knowledged by the Church: Whereby all Fear of 
Superſtition (as they call it) or placing a Holineſs 
in them is quite taken away. He that ſtill quar- 
rels at our Worſhip, does not quarrel at it, but at 
the Church; ſhews himſelf contentious; and muſt 
not, by ſo doing, acquit himſelf in the leaſt from 
the Obſervation of it. Much leſs, when all theſe 
Exceptions againſt Doctrines and Worſhip, do not 
own their Original from Ignorance and Weakneſs 

which might colour for an Excuſe) but profeſſedly 
- from a greater Knowledge and ſtronger Eſtate in 
Chriſtianity. For upon that Account it is that 
they are rejected now and laid aſide, and an ex- 
traordinary Warrant and an extraordiuary Spirit 
brought up in the Stead of them. 


And as to the building and maintaining of Babel 
which you object, I ſhall only ask, Whether ſetting 
Men looſe from all Laws and Religion, be not a 
fairer Groundwork for Babel, i. e. Confuſion, than 
by drawing Men into a Communion, with one Mind 
and with one Mouth to glorifie the God of our 

Fathers? The extraordinary Spirit in Chriſt was 
to gather together into one, as many as were ſcat- 
ter d abroad. The extraordinary Spirit in the Time 


of the Apoſtles had no other End but this in it; 
To plant a Church; to preſcribe Laws; and to 
Ex regulate 


81 
regulate Communions: and therefore was it ſelf 
ſubject to the Laws it had preſcribed. The Spirit 
of the Prophets is ſubject to the Prophets. How 
extraordinary then, or extravagant rather, ſhall we 
call this Spirit of yours, from the Spirit of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, whoſe Work it is only to diſſolve, 
and to deſtroy Communions ; to ſet every Man by 
himſelf ;- to profeſs a Spirit of Independency, or 
UnſubjeQion to the Spirit of the Prophets; to cry 
down Laws and all preſcribed Worſhip, not becank, 
they are bad, but becauſe they are Laws, becauſe 
they are preſcribed ? And upon that one Head, vix. 
The obliging Men to ſome certain Meaſures of 
Doctrine and Worſhip, fathering (as you do) all 
the Ignorance and Formolity that is found in the 
Chriſtian World. Whereto therefore Tim. 1.2. 
St. Paul in his Charge to Men that they rg cs 
teach no other Doctrine; and ſo in his ordering 
the Chriſtian Men of Corinth to be barcheaded in 
their Worſhip,  &c. (For what is this but obliging 
Men to ſome certain Meaſures of DoQrinefand 
Worſhip?) muſt be thought in the firſt place; and | 
moſt fouly acceſſar x. i UL) Worn 
That ſome Churches have indeed taken Advan- 
tage from hence to dogmatize, teaching for Do- 
 Arines the Commandments of Men, afterwards in- 
ſtilling them into their very Worſhip, will no more 
take away the Power of the Church, in laying'this 
Obligation, and the neceſſary Good which does ge- 
nerally ariſe: from it; than in Civil Government, 
becauſe ſome Fathers, or ſome Sovereign Rulers 
do enact unjuſt and inconvenient Laws; we ſhould 
preſently diſclaim all Sonſnhip and Subjection, and 
revenge this Miſcarriage of theirs upon all of*the 
ſame Rank and Dominion, how guiltleſs and in- 
nocent ſoever: By declaiming againſt Government; 
reviling of Order; ſetting it up as*the'MarkMfor 
our 24 Top? flu, and even m 
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Which yet both by God, and Man, it is eſpecially 
and expreſiy deſigned againſt. Without a Corpo- 


have no Security of our Lives. And without a 
Communion and Conſent in the Church; without 
a confeſſed Obligation to ſome certain Meaſures of 
Doctrines and Worſhip; we can have no Hope that 
Religion will be long-liv'd among us. When this 


Obligation, the Staff of Bands, is once broken; 


The Church and Religion (which yet had laſted 
ſor ſome Time without the Staff of Beauty, as we 


may obſerve in the eleventh Chapter of Zachary) 
ſtraight falls to the Ground. What other can we 


expect here, where the only Prop lent to ſuſtain it, 

is inſtead of a Staff, a Reed; the Old Teſtament 
Spirit; which eo nomine, as St Paul argues againſt 
£ it by Name, will preſently expire. Now 


— 7 T 13. that which decayeth and waxeth old, is 
ready. to vaniſh away. And none ſooner than this 


particular Spirit wherein you inſtance, the Spirit 


of Fael - Which, of all Appearances in the Old 


Teſtament, puts the faireſt for Babel; and enclines 


moſt (in the Way you urge it) to Ruin and Con- 


fuſion ; as being utterly deſtructive to all Society 
and Commerce; to all Manner of Agreement. and 
Accord in Civil or Sacred Employments. For 


that Spirit being ſuppoſeable only, ſince we are ſo 


loudly declared already Siſera's and Canaanites, I 
demand, with what Manner of Truſt can we rely 
upon your Promiſes and lavitations; upon your 
Acts and Articles? When we are charmed by theſe 
iato Sleep and Security, the Spirit of Jael comes 


ppon yon, and the Nail is driven into our Tem- 


ples 


Spirit from being of Force among us; I ſhall need 
add bur little to what I have already ſaid to ju- 


Rify the New from ever countenancing or giving 


sation and embodying together in the State, we 


And if this be enough to ſuperſede the Old 
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ſolutely oppoſed to any. ſuch Spirit. And if we or 


Fwy 
2Hmgguragement, to ſuch-Attions.,;; Hor yon cannot 
but: ſee and acknowledge, that the Spirit of Chriſt 
An the Goſpela hes reveal'd. to ug Presepts, quite = 
gontiary to any ſuch Fractice- We have an Ad- 
miniſtration chere, that does wholly, ſentence, and 
condemn this Rind of Doing: A Spirit that is ab- 


an Apgel. from Heaven preach any other Doctrine 
(the Scripture has; ſaid it) let him he accurſed. 
And then con ſider, J } beſeech Jou, that Place \of 


St. Paul. Let us do evil, that good may comes R en 2.8. 
whoſe Damnation id juſt, And if for the 
abounding of God's Grace we are not to continae 
in Sin (which St. Paw! ſtartles at, and caſts from 
him, you may remember, with a ln eie God for 
bid, when it was falſely father d upon him and his 
Goſpel) then certainly no New Teſtament Spirit, 
no Charity and Love to God (for that was the Sup- 
poſition pureiy, our Love to God; and the greater 
Manifeſtation of his Grace (That Grace may a- 
and), . Selfiſhneſs or particular Iatereff, 
but as it is in you at beſt, for the Propagation af 
the Goſpel, and pulling down of Antichriſt... Sup» 
poſe it true and real, I ſay) can juſtify you in the 
Commitment, or Continuance of the leaſt Sin what- 
ſoever; but is, give me leave to aſſure, you, the 
moſt killing Blaſphemy that can be darted againſt 
God, and the fouleſt Omprobium and Reproach that 


EY . 


that can be ſpit upon the Goſpel. 
Ik it be ſtill urged 3 That, though to continue 
in Sin were indeed damnable upon any Terms; yet 
that where ſuch a Spitit or Prineiple leads us on 
to the Work, there can be no Continuance in Sin, 
what Ways and Steps ſoever we tread in for the 
accompliſhing of it · Why then this (it muſt be 
conſidered) does quite enervate St. Paul 2 
ſition, who ſuppoſes. us led by ſuch a gracious Spi- 
rit; moxed merely hy our Love and Zeal to the 


4 
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Glory of God in the greater Manifeſtati6n' of his 
Grace; and yet ſtill to continue and. go dn in our Sin. 
Wich then, and though upon this brave Deſign, is 
o far from excuſing or leſſening dur Sin, that tt 
makes it indeed out of meaſure ſinful. Astwhere- 
by we abuſe that good Spirit to patronize Villanßpß; 
couple together Light and Darkneſs; Chriſt and 
Belial- And therefore the Anſwer in ſhort is this. 
That tis not the Spirit of God that chalks out theſe 
Ways: But in what holy Pretenſions or Sheep's- 
clothing ſoever it may appear unto us, which fhall be 
fo well counter feited in the Spirit or Principle, Satan 
transforming himſelf into an Angel of Light, as really 
to deceive all our Senſes, not at alt to be diſcerned, or 
diſtingnifhed by us, only by the Ways it puts us upoh, 
and prompts us to. By the Fruits ye ſhall Kno it. 
Which Fruits, you ſee, and ſinful Courſes, and Ways, 
would be no diſtinguiſhing Character, and Evidence 
of a falſe and evil Spirit] if (as you ſuppoſe) it miglit 
at ſome Time be the very Way, and Fruit ofthe good 
Spirit of God. And therefore, how much leer ek, 
when ſuch Ways, and Doctrines occur to us; when 
ve meet with ſuch kind of Practices, and ſuch kind 
of- Profeſſors in the World; not to think our ſelves 
concern'd in Charity to them to bla ſpheme the Ho. 
ly Ghoſt, and to torture the Spirit of God (how 
bobſolete, and out- dated ſoever) that it may pofſibl 
whiſper ſuch a Meaning? But rather, He that bi 
an Ear to hear, let him he ar what the Spirit ſaith unto 
the Churches' Not what it whiſpets in private to 
Fael:; but what it ſuys, and ſpeaks out untòo the 
Churches. Nom the Spirit ſpeakerh expreſly, ſays St. 
ib. 4. 2. "Panties: rhyrexpreſly, and fo without 
Al poſſible Danger of being miſtaken;and 
miſconſtrued in it) That in latter Times Men ſhall 46> 
part. from the Faith, giving lea to ſeduring Spirits, and 
Dioctrinesſ of Devil. And as expreſly a. 
all' be 


lover. 


2 Tim 3. 4. gains That in the laſt. Dayr Men ſv 
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lovers af themſalue n; Traytors, Heady, dd winded; 
Fc. Now then, when we obſerve plainly Traytors, 
and heady, and higminded Perſons; and theſe juſti- 
ying⸗ themſelves in ſuch their Treaſon and Ambiti- 
on, by Pretences of the Spirit, what ſhould we need 
to look any farther ? The Spirit has called it expreſs- 
eng ſeducing Spirit; and their Doctrine, Ihe Doctrine 
R „ Is 3 127 | 
But here you ſeem to come off, and are willing 
to abate much of the Rigour of Jael. Fhat Inſtance 
of Jael, you acknowledge before, was the weakeſt 
Part of your Diſcourſe, and moſt unfit to have ſtreſs 
laid on it. And ſure if Conqueſt (as you preſume 
to judge) were ſought for by me; what ſhould hin- 
der me from returaing with an *k:viz:p as ſoon as 
I ſet out? Ex ore proprio; & Habes confitentem re- 
um, gives ſuch a glutt of Victory, as makes one 
truly to be more than Canqueror- Bat Edification 
carries me yet farther, even to examine in it that 
which, you call the right Apprehenſion (as it is now, 
I ſuppoſe rectifyed) and the profeſſed drift of that 
lage, ) ̃ ¾ ) 
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All the drift of that Inſtance, ſay you, was but 
to ſhew that the People of God now. (or ſome few 
of them) may poſlibly have the ſame extraordinary 
Warrant againſt this Babel, as thoſe of old had a- 
gainſt that, and againſt the Canaanites before. And 
truly if that were all intended by it, then Jael, 1 
muſt needs ſay, was ſomewhat unluckily choſen. 
Your Agreement with her in Lying, and Treachery, 
being ſo very viſible, and above Board, which is 
indeed the very Life of your Cauſe, eſpecially to 


* 
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be preſerved, and ſupported by yon; and wherein 


only ſhe could be pitched. upon as a, particular ex- 
ample for your Turn; different from Joſhua, and | 
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the teſt uf Mf. Who as chey lie more open; and 
obvious to your view in the Book of God: "So, are 


all, and every one of them no leſs proper Ioſtances 
to be ſure) for the extraordigdzry Warrant you 
k of, thad Fae! could evef be Tmagined to be. 


Bat taking it as you uo Tet'it ; and To ſhiffling up 


Jae in common with the reſt. It ſhews, ſay you, 


That the People of God now, or ſome few of them 
may poſſibly have the ſame extraordinary Warrant 


zpainſt this Babel, as thoſe of old had againſt the 
Canaanites. If it ſhews only that they may poſli- 


bly have it: Then it ſhews that it is more probable. 


they have it not. The extraordinary Warrant 
would ceaſe to be extraordinary, if in the like Ca- 
ſes it were not general, and ordinary to be other- 


wiſe. And therefore how little eacouragement have 
we from hence to preſume, or engage upon it? This 
is plainly confeſs'd in the pleading an extraordina! 


ry Warrant; that Whoſoever is ſaved in ſo dving, 
it muſt be meerly by a very unheard of, and ex ttacr· 
e ͥ ik 7h 0s OR TU. 
But Secondly, How does this extraordinary War- 
rant againſt the Canaanites ſhew, that there may 
now be poſſibly the ſame extraordinary Warrant a- 


ainſt us? As if one ſhould argue; becauſe the 


orld was once drowned, therefore they may poſ- 
fibly be a Deluge again. Shall not the Word of God 
lay a ſufficient Bar, and Impoſſibility againſt the 
Deluge ? And does not Chriſt give us a Rainbow, 


a a ſufficient Warrant againſt this Warrant, in that 
he gives us Laws, and Precepts to the coatrary ? 


- 


1 Tim; 6 Diſclaims any ſuch extraordinary War- 
1 Tim. 6. 4. rant in himſelf, And has cenſured it by 


bis holy Spirit, as the Effects meerly of Pride, and 


Ignorance in any that ſhall now pretend unto it; 


- But Thirdly, How if Iſrael's Warrant againſt Ca. 
daun was not ſo very extraordinary ? If  1/7acl had 
Right to Cunaan foregoing the Warrant; then the 


2 8 War- 
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- Warrant was not in this reſpect extraordinary, or 
therefore cannot be thought to ſhew any Thing in 
your Caſe. Now St. Epiphanius, and ,_ „„ 
Sr. Avguſtite, both lay it down as a Tra- St. | 
dition from their Fathers, 4 patribur tra- Tam. 2. 4. 

ditam, & veriſſimam cauſam, ſays St. Au- 65, : 
guſtine, that the Land of Canaan was St. Aug. Ser. 
** of Old by Noah to Shem, and his - Tea. 105. 

ofterity, accordingly poſſeſſed by them Man « FH | 

till they were driven ont by the Force, par. pag. 10. 
and Injury of the Children of Cham, 
Which is atteſted likewiſe by Facobus Edefſenus, 
mentioned by Moſes Bar Cepha, as a Thing of im- 
memorial Record (Vetuſtæ fame) among the Syrians 3 
That Noah before the Floud inhabited the Coun- 
try afterwards called Canaan. Which after the 
Floud, ſays he, he bequeathed to his Son Shem for 
an Inheritance. And St. Epiphanius makes it good 
by this Argument. Becauſe Aſelchiſedeck (who was 
certainly Shem, or ſome of Shems Poſterity, and 
ſo the Father of ae!) had his Throne at Feruſa- 
lem, and is acknowledged King of Salem in the 
Land of Canaan. So that all the after Donation was 
no more but a Reſtitution: And the extraordinary 
Warrant God's extraordinary Encouragement, and 
Aſſurance of them againſt thoſe unjuſt Intruders. 
And thus the Canaanite is laid at your own Doors 
and the Warrant ſerved upon your ſelves. But if 
this Plea of 1/raet's Right againſt Canaan as previous, 
and preceding to God's Warrant will not be grant- 
ed, though founded, as you ſee, upon ſo good Rea- 
ſoo, and ſuch great Authority: © © 
Vet Fowrthly, That which makes a maniſeſt dif- 
ference between you, and Hrael, and ſo takes off 
the Inſtance from being at all uſeful to yon, plain: 
Iy declaring that there cannot be that Divine War- 


rant in you, or any of you, to pull down our 2 | 


„ 

(as you pleaſe to call the Eſtabliſhed Government 
of our Church, and Ringdom) as God gave the 
People of 1ſrae! againſt the Canaanites, is this; for 
that you could not poſſibly do it having ſo many 
ſacred Ties, and Obligations upon your Souls to 


the contrary; but by Ways and Means which the 
Spirit of God hates, and diſavows. Whereas the 


Iſraelites (if they had not a former Right, yet) ha- 


ving no former Tie of Subjection, or Allegiance to _ 
Canaan; here was Room left for the Spirit of God 


to beſtow it upon them, as having no ſacred Bond: 
that is to ſay, They not being tied up before by the 
Spirit of God againſt it - Which when once they 
_ are; as particularly by their Oath to the Gibeonztes : 
Though theſe Gibeonites were formerly within their 


Charter or Commiſſion 3 and though this Oath was 
wreſted from them by Guile (as you pretend once 
Kings were at the People's diſpoſing ; and. theſe 


Oaths of Sapremacy, and Allegiance wreſted from 
the People by meer Encroachmeats) yet thea they 
are ſo faſt tied, as no former Donation on God's 


Part to them (which certainly is equal at leaſt. to 


your, miſtaken Prophecies) nor no Opportunities 
any Adranteges they bad afterwards againſt them 
(which were as great every Day, as you have again 


us at this Day; and which are the only ground 
whereon you build your Diſpenſation) could diſ- 


nſe with it. But the Violation of this Oath, ta- 
en by the Fathers in the Days of Joſhua (fo jea- 
laus, and tender is God of his Honour in the Mat- 


ter of Oaths; ſo ſevere an Avenger againſt them 
that falſify his Name) is puniſhed upon the Children 


of the Third, or Fourth Generation, in the Days 
of David. And therefore, however you might pre- 


tend perhaps an extraordinary Warrant dormant 


from God againſt Spain; and in your preſent Expe- 
_ dition to the Indies; if the ill Succeſs has not alrea- 


dy cancelled it: Yet, (bleſſed be God) there can- 


not 
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not be here ſo much as a Pretence; in that you 
are already tied up by God againſt it : That is to 
fay, under the Seal and Oath of God. 7 E. Jef 8.2. 
Counſel "thee to keep the King's Command- tra 
ment, and that in regard of the Oath of God. And 
whatever Inconveniences and Diſadvantages you 
_ groan'd under in the former Government, you were 
to wait with Patience upon God fot a Redreſs. 
Who, as he had brought you into theſe Bonds and 
under this Government without your Sin; ſo could; 
no doubt, without your Sin (for he had no need 
of a wicked Man) and would (if it had ſeemed 
good in-his Sight) have releaſed you from it by 
turning the Heart of the King (whoſe Heart, pars 
_ ticularly for this Reaſon it is ſaid, is in the Hand 
of the Lord) or elſe by cutting off the King, and 
ſo the Royal Line, by any of his Arrows; as Peſti- 
tence immediately by his own Hand; or War 
from abroad inſtrumentally by the Hand of others; 
or what other Way might ſeem beſt to his Divine 
Wiſdom. Only you, of all others, could not be 
lawfully the Authors or Inſtruments of his Change. 
God does no where ſide with Perjury; nor has 
given any Man Licence to ſin, or Commiſſion to do 
wickedly : But is a ſwift Witneſs againſt the falſe 
Sywearer; and moſt ſadly and ſeverely reckons for 
it in his own People, as whereby his Name is blaſ- 
phemed; and his Truth and Goſpel evil ſpoken 
of and rejected among the Heathen. 
And from hence it is, that Nebuchadntzzar co 
ming up the firſt Time againſt Jeruſalem; the King 
of Judab and his People were no where reproved 
by God or his Prophets, for reſiſting and ſtanding 
out againſt him; but ſurely did their Duty in it; 
| though God was not pleaſed to bleſs their Endea- 
vours ; but for their former Sins and Provocations 
deliver'd them into his Hand. But when Zedekzab, 
after an Oath taken to Nebuchadnezzar, finds an 
72 65 E Oppore 
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Opportunity to caſt off the Yoke, and rebelled a- 
gainſt him, be rebelled againſt Nebuchadne 
2 Os zar, It is ſaid, who had made kim ſwear by 
39+ 13" God. Then Nebuchadnezzar coming up a ſe- 
cond Time againſt Jeruſalem, God, by the Prophet Je- 
remiah, warns both Zedekiab, and the People not to 
ſtrike a Stroak, or think of holding out the City a- 
gainſt him. Which Zedekiah ſt ill refuſing, is accord- 
ingly puniſhed with a ſore Deſtruction; whereof God 
himſelf is pleaſed to give this Account. He rebel- 
= k led againſt him (viz. Zedekiah againſt Ne- 
Te 17. buchadnezzar) in ſending his Ambaſſadors 
into Egypt that they might give him Horſes 
and much People. Shall he proſper ? Shall he eſcape 
that does ſuch Things? Or ſhall he break, the Covenant 
and be delivered? Where you may obſerve, not 
his wicked Deſign; not his ambitious or Self-ends 
are condemned 1n breaking of it (for his End was 
poſſibly pious and good; might colour, I am ſure, 
for far more Juſtice and Religion than can be pre- 
tended in your Caſe) but his very Breach of the 
Covenant, his falſifying his Oath, is that which is 
there urged againſt him; as that which, let his 
_ End be what it will, can never be authoriz'd or 
countenanc'd by the good Spirit; can never be ca- 
pable of God's Bleſſing upon it. For that is the 
Force or Meaning of the Words put interrogatively 
or by way of Queſtion, to put it out of Queſtion. 
Shall he eſcape that does ſuch Things? (Talia not 
Taliter) Shall he break the Covenant and be. deli- 
ver'd ? i. e. it is utterly impoſſible: Neither he, 
nor any other ſhall ever receive a Bleſling from 
God upon ſuch Practices, and therefore ſure can 
never be authorized by God to do them. = 
| Heb. C 16, An Oath being both in God and Men 
| __ ___  forConfirmation,and an End of all Strife, 
1 Laus tiſhoylac ætgas, that there might not be Room, 
left for a Word more to be ſaid againſt it (And 
0 e 5 | there- 


Ci 
therefore God, though he ſometimes alters his 
Word or Promiſe, as having always a tacit Con- 
dition imply'd, 1 Sam. 2. 30. yet never bis Oath; 
Heb. 6. 17, Pſal. 89. 34.) And pray conſider, 
| how far ſhort it would fall of this End if there 
were Place left for this Pretenſion of God's Spirit 
againſt it. Which if it be true at any Time; 
might be ſo always; or at leaſt always might be 
ſo pretended, . whereby Strife would become unde- 
terminable, and there would be no End at all of 
Contention. But whenever J plead this Breach of 
Oath, how evident and apparent ſoever, againſt 
any Man ; or whenever the Magiſtrate proceeds to 
puniſh it, in the falſeſt and moſt perjured Perſon, 
we muſt both run this Hazard of fighting againſt 
od, Which, as it blunts and turns the Edge of 
God's Sword in the Hand of the Magiſtrate by this 
inextricable Uncertainty and Diſcouragement, can- 
not therefore proceed from that God who has put 
the Sword into his Hand to execute Wrath againſt 
them that do evil. And as it opens a Gap to all 
Falſeneſs and Confuſion, by taking away the antient 
Landmark, as it were, and Boundaries of Peace; 
that only which puts an End to all Strife and Con- 
Itention can have no Title or Pfetence to 
that Spirit of God, who is not the Au- 1 Cor. 144 

thor of Confuſion; but of Peace, as in all + | 
Parts and Places of the Wotld ; ſo eſpecially a- 
mong Chriſtians (and therefore no Cauſe of Chriſt, 
no fulfilling of his Prophecies, no pulling down of 
Babel, can warrant us to it) in all the Churches of 
« Sir, I have been the longer in this, that! 
may be the ſhorter in the reſt, and cut off all 
* farther Pretenſions to a Commiſſion in any of? 
you for the preſeat Change, by proving you all 
I uncapable of it: That De Jure you cannot 
have it; and therefore De Facto have it not. 
5 „„ » 0 « Though, 
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« Though, ſuppoſing you capable, and ſo In po- 
<« tentia for it, your Arguments fall infinitely ſhort 
of proving that actually you have any. = 
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For Firſt, In order to your Proof you ſuppoſe, 
That Babel is to be deſtroyed in a warlike Way 
by the People of God; and this, ſay you, plainly 
enough. Truly, that De futuro it is to be ſo de- 
ſtroyed, I conceive, is not over plain. For that 
Men of ſingular Learning and Piety, and not brib'd 
by any particular Intereſt, have, upon diligent Search 
and Enquiry, otherwiſe concluded of it, viz. Hugo 
Grotius, Dr. Hammond, and others. Who have all 
proved, and that perhaps plainly enough roo, that 
that Prophecy is already fulfilled in the Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem and Rome Heathen. But to give you 
Scope here likewiſe, and grant that Babel remains 
yet to be deſtroyed : What Paſſages are thoſe in 
the Revelation which give you ſo plainly the Length 
of the Weapon too ? And from whence you con- 
claude it wuſt be in a warlike Way? Sir, It is a 
Sxying in Philoſophy, Unumquodq, nutritur iiſde m 
prencipits ex quibus fit; Every thing is to be pro- 
pagated and preſerved by the ſime Principles by 
which it was planted. Now, This warlike Way p 
you mention was never choſen by our Lord, we Þ © 
| know, for the bringing Chriſtianity into the World. J. 
And why then for the ſpreading and growth of 
it? And being expreſly and profeſſedly diſclaimed 
ia the Begianing, how comes it now to be > pious , 
and neceſſary in the Concluſion ? The! 
weapons of our warfare, ſays St. Paul, are A 
not- carnal but mighty, through God, to the pulling down 
of ſtreng Holds, &c. And ſo ſpeaking of this very 7 
- Babel, this Maſs, and Man of Sin to be 10 
2 Theſ. 2. 8. deſtroyed. Whom the Lord ſhall conſume, | © 
I e l 
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ſays he, (not with Sword or Spear, but) with the 
ſpirit of his mouth, and ſhall deſtroy with the bright- 
neſs of his coming, i. e. by the powerful Evidence 
and Illuſtration of his Holy Spirit in the Goſpel. 


The Babel to he deſtroyed is a ſpiritual King- 


dom; not the Perſons of wicked Men, but their 
Luſts and ſpiritual Fornications 3 the Heatheniſm 
and Idolatry of Rome, and not the Empire or Em- 
perors of ir. The evil Principles, ſay you, both 
in relation to Spirituals and Civils, which ruled 
moſt eminently in it. Which being ſpiritual, is 
therefore ſhotfree ; falls not under the Reach or 
Power of a material Sword to be wounded by it. 


And therefore when we read ſome Expreſſions in 


the Revelation ſounding generally this Way; as 
of warring, and killing, and the like, we muſt re- 


member that this Book is a Prophecy; and fo 


written in a prophetical Style: Wherem Chriſt's 
Victory over the Hearts and Spirits of Men, is or- 


dinarily deſcribed in thoſe military Terms ; and 


as making uſe of ſuch Engines and Inſtruments, as. 
Kings and Captains. are wont to do in the Ma- 


OO 


nagement of their Wars. | 


But to retrench all this too; and ſuppoſing it 
plainly and downright in a warlike Way; yet why 
muſt this be done by the People of God ? (For fo 
are the People, Ipreſume, you mean in Oppoſition to 
Princes and Governors; elſe it ſerves not at all to 

your Purpoſe) When as yet the ten Horus in the 
17th Chapter of the Revelation, and 16th Verſe, 
who are manifeſtly ſaid to be ten Kings in the 
12th Verſe of that Chapter, are thoſe that ſhall hate 
the - Whore, and male her deſolate and naked, &c. 


And ſurely, Sir, I dare be poſitive ia this, what- 


ever ſhould become of the reſt, That no Prophecy, 


or Prediction in the whole Bible can ſecure Sub- 


jets and private Perſons, much leſs oblige them to 


ſach a War. ” 5 | 
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And herein *twill be worth your while to con- 
ſider David's Caſe; and obſerve the Judgment he 
that the Kingdom of J/rael, Saul being now rejected, 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed upon David. To which he 
was therefore 3 anointed 2 2 N 
+ &.. bighly exaſperating the Rage and Mad- 

TOs " neſs of Saul Plaſt him, 1 many pri- 
vate Attempts in vain and without Succeſs, he 
cauſeleſly purſues poor innocent David; and muſ- 
ters up all the Trainbands and Militia of his King- 
dom to deſtroy him. But David ſtill ſhifting and 
flying for his Life, takes Sanctuary at laſt in the 
Sides of a Cave : Whither Saul, being in his March 
after him, by Chance turns aſide from his Army, 
for the Eaſement of Nature, and ſo falls ſingly and 


makes upon it. God had foretold and promiſed, 


unawares into David's Hands. But David and his 


Mea being all this while unſeen or unperceived by 
him, were in Conſultation what they had- now to 
David was deſigned by God, and anointed to 
the Kingdom; moſt unjuſtly perſecuted and hunt- 
ed, as a Partridge upon the Mountains, by this very 
Saul, who is now in his Hands. So far from a 
Crown, which yet God had promiſed him, that as 
long as Saul lived and at Liberty, he could not but 
be every Day in eminent Peril of Death : To which 
he might hereafter be thought acceſſary himſelf ;, 
as likewiſe of the fruſtrating God's Promiſe to him 
concerning the Kingdom, if he ſhould ler flip this 
| preſent Advantage; and, regardleſs of this ſignal 
Providence of God, in bringing Saul ſo ſtrangely. 
and unexpectedly into his Hands, ſhould ſuffer him 
to eſcape. And to this Purpoſe his Officers mind 
him, how this wonderful Piece of Providence was 
exactly in Anſwer to a former Prophecy: Wherein 
God had promiſed to bring David's Enemy into his 
Hand, that he might do to him what ſeemed good 
unto him. But all theſe Arguments hoy fair and 
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demonſtrative ſoever they might ſeem to others, 
David eaſily diſcerns to be fallacicus. God's anoint- 
ing him to the Crown did not diſpenſe with bim 
from Obedience to his Commands; or privilege 


bim therefore to be his own Carver. He that 


ſpake it had Ways enough of bringing it about; 
though David continued ſtil} in his Integrity. He 
all one Day deſcend into the Battle, ſays David, 
and periſh. Wickedneſs proceedeth from the wick- 
ed, but my Hand ſhall not be upon him. Though 
Saul be injurious towards him, and forget his Daty 
as a King in perſecuting, and purſuing the Blood of 
an innocent Subject, whom he ought rather to 
protect and defend: Vet, this will give David no 
Advantage of renouncing his Allegiance, or riſing 
mp againſt the Life of his Sovereign. And there- 
fore the Prophecy (if Saul be the Enemy intended 
in it) is yet no Command; nor carries any the 
leaſt Shadow of Allowance or Diſpenſation with it, 
to do what is evil in God's Eyes. Whereby it will 
be apparent that this great Providence of God in 
fulfilling and completion of this Prophecy, and 
bringing Saul into his Hands, was- but for a greater 
Trial, which God was pleaſed to make, of his Faith 
and Loyalty; to tempt and prove him (as he did 
Abraham before) whether he would make uſe of 
any indirect Courſe for the bringing about pious 
and religious Ends. Or whether, as he had re- 
ceived the Promiſe of the Kingdom from God's mere 
Favour to him, he could now rely and reſt himſelf 
Wholly upon his Power and Wiſdom, even againſt 
all the ſeeming Difficulties - and Impoſſibilities of 
Fleſh and Blood, for the enſtating it upon him. 
| Wherein he fo piouſly acquits himſelf, as notwith= 
ſtanding the Prophecy they mention to him, and 
this Providence before his Eyes, together with that 
carnal Prudence, which was queſtionleſs ſuggeſted 
to him-; he lets Saul eſcape. Not only refuſes — 


. 
be his judge, not only abſents himſelf from the 
Sentence and Execution; but urges, and pleads, 
and P rſuades with his Men not to meddle with 
him. Who can ſtretch forth his Hand againſt the 
| Lord's anointed and be guiltleſs ? Thus ſubduing the 
Heb 11.22. Kingdom, and obtaining the Promiſe by 
. 11.33. Faith (as it is witneſſed of him) while 
he ſeems to undo all; to fruſtrate the Promiſe, 
and forfeit his Claim to the Kingdom for God's 
Sake, or rather, than be guilty of the Sin in the 
procuring of it. e r e 5 
And now let us look back a while; and put 
your Caſe in the ſame Balance with David's; and 
ſee if you fall not ſo much ſhort of him in the Pre- 
miſſes, as you have wickedly out-dar'd and out- 
done him in the Concluſion. David was elected 
by God, and actually anointed by his holy Prophet 
to the Kingdom. You were tied up under the Oath 
of God againſt it: So far from any lawful Poſſibi- 
lity of taking the Kingdom to your ſelves, as you 
were obliged with Life and Limb to prevent the 
Peſigns and Conſpiracies of any other; and to ſe- 
cure it to the King and his Heirs after him for 
ever. David was an innocent injur'd Perſon ; one 
that by Saul's Appoiatment had done moſt eminent, 
and almoſt miraculous Service againſt his Enemies 
beſide many perſonal and particular Obligations ta 
Saul himſelf. In-Reward whereof, he is now blood- 
Hy purſued by Saul and all the Power of [ſrael, to 
take away his Life. Whereas you, after many Con- 
ceſſions and Acts of Grace from the King, drive 
him away from his own Houſe with Tumults and 
popular Violence; purſue him immediately with 
an Army; imbitter the Minds and Mouths of the 
People with all the fouleſt and falſeſt Reproaches 
that could be ſpit againſt him; rob him of his 
whole Revenue; turn the deaf Ear to all his De- 
ſires of Returning; aud maliciouſly pervert ang 
* . 5 fruſtrate 
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fruſtrate his renewed: Meſſages. and Petitions (as 1 
may ſo term them) for Peace and Accommodation. 
And then laſtly for the Providence, that ſignal 
Providence of God in bringing the King into your 
Hands; which muſt be thought to ſuperſede. all 
this; and not only ſo, take away the Poiſon and 
Malignicy of this Cloquintida, like ſtirring the Wa- 
ter with the Unicorn's-hora ; but baptize all theſe. 
your traiterous and diſloyal Actions, into juſt, 
and neceſſary, and religious. Nay, urge and en- 
gage you farther, Firſt to impriſon, and then to 
murther your Sovereign (For ſo the following of 
Providence is made the only v:a recta; and where- 
with you as eafily ſilence and ſwallow up all Ar- 
guments and ObjeRions brought againſt you; as 
Meſes's Serpent did the Serpents of the Magicians.) 
This Caſe of Frovidence, I ſay, of all other, runs 
wideſt from the Parallel; and wherein God did 
as plainly diſcriminate himſelf to you and David, 
as David and you have differenc'd and diſcrimi- 
nated your ſelves from each other in the contrary 
_ Uſe and. Application of it. For whereas Saul in- 
deed was brought by God's Providence, according 
to his former Promiſe, into David's Hands, while 
he had never the leaſt Aim or Deſign at any ſuch. 
Thing ; but always declined it, and was now in 
his Flight, lurking here in this Cave merely for 
Fear, and thereby to avoid him who was furiouſly 
now upon his March after him. What was there 
of this, I beſeech you, in your Caſe? Nay, ſay, 
if all Things were not quite contrary. For beſide 


| | your no Promiſe or Prophecy for ir, how many 


Precepts and Penalties are urged by: God againſt 
it? Beſide your. not declining to get the King 
into your Power as David did, how many wicked 
Arts. and Stratagems are put in practiſe to bring 
it about? And whereas you might have thought 
it ſomething of Proyidence, it may be, to 10 
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kind the King at random, or to have taken him 
Priſoner in the Field, in any one of thoſe great 
Succeſſes you had upon his Party (though 'tis ſure, 
Where God is ſhut out of the Cauſe and Quarrel, 
as in that of Subjects againſt their Sovereign, there 
can be no Pretence at all of his Previdence in what- 
ever he ſuffers to be brought about) yet it is very 
obſerveable, and wherein it would well become 
you to take Notice of God's Providence ; That 
beſides thoſe Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, 
renewed by you at your Entrance into the Parlia- 
ment, or before you .could fit there in any Capa- 
city to conſult and carry on the War againſt him: 
How did God provide for the King's Safety ; when 
you your ſelves, even of your ſelves, without the 
King, did engage your ſelves and the whole King- 
dom; Firſt, by a Proteſtation : And Secondly, * 
your ſelves, and your whole Party, even without 
and againſt the King's Conſent, by a folemn Vow 
and Covenant, never to be forgotten, to defend 
and preſerve his Perſon and Honour? And when 
all this could not get him into your Hands, how 
did God provide for the King again? when all his 
Party being ſlain generally, and fallen into your 
Hands, He yet carries him into the Scots Army; 
where you could not compaſs him at laſt but 15 
freſh. Engagements of Safety and Honour to his 
Perſon ? Nor is he yet in your Hands ; your 
Hands, I mean, of the Army, who pretended at 
laſt. to have Power over him (of which no other 
Account can be given, I think, than that of Pro- 
vidence) till by new Treaſons and Rebellions you 
had plainly acknowledged the Depth and Deſpe- 
rateneſs of your former Villany. And by riſing 
up againſt your own Maſters, and violently ſnatch- 
ing the King from them once at Holmeby, and a- 


gain at the /ſſe of Wight (by whoſe Authority and 
_ Commiſſion only you were put into Arms againſt 
bias CE, I 0 rs Os 


FB 


bim and whereby you did ſtem and ſeek to excuſe 
our See fr 


om the Crime of Rebellion in ſo. do- 
ing) Fou did thereby, manifeſtly accuſe and con- 
dema your ſelves for it. So that nothing hardly, 
1 way ſay, was ever permitted h/ God, that was 


more fully and ſufficiently provided a painſt by him. 


Who in farther. Care of the King's Safety and 


5 Preſervation (beſi des the many ſeveral and plain 


Laws both Humane and Divine, and your own 


voluntary wilful Oaths to this Purpoſe) yet, leſt 


he ſhou!d fall into your Hands, the barbarous - 


bloody Hands of the Army, God did dam up the 


Way. againſt it, by a Complication of Treaſons 


29 5 mutually accuſing and bearing Witneſs againſt each 


other (whereby the King was yet as ſafe from fall- 


ing into your Hands, as it was certain you would 


not condema your ſelves) For thus your firſt riſing 
up. againſt the King, under the Authority of the 
T wo Houſes, muſt plainly condemn your Diſobe- 


dience and Inſurrection afterwards againſt them. 


And your riſing up againſt the Two Houſes after- 
wards, leaves your former Rebellion againſt the 
King without Excuſe. And if this muſt be ſtill 


called Providence, twill certainly be in this; That, 


in your ſcizing at laſt upon the King, God has 


brought you to condemn your ſelves, and waſh off 


with your Hands that Fucus and Paint of a ſupreme 
Authority in the Houſes, wherewith you did for- 
merly colour your Rebellion againſt the King, and 


ſhelter it from being ſeen and diſcovered by the pt 
People. 


But then this Kind of pre fate? ail he 


far erough from engaging you to that horrid Per- 


petration which pretends to derive from it. And 


if David (who, had be diſpatched Saul out of the 
Way, had been inſtantly rightful King, as being 


the next undoubted Heir) could yet find no ſuch 


f ak to be made * of that eminent 


Providence, 


FRET; - 


Providence, wherein it pleaſed God 'to appear to 
bim; I can never ſufficiently wonder at the Quick - 
fightedneſs of theſe Men, who from a Permiſſion 
only, to which they have waded in Blood, and 
wreſted from Gbd by deſperate impenitent Pro- 
vocations) of getting the King into their Hands, 
ſhould ſpy out, at this vaſt Diſtance, an evident, 
Call to Power and Sovereignty in themſelves by 
taking away his Life; and thereby an Obligation 
upon them for ſo doing. David, who had a Right 
to the Crown, dares not yet poſſeſs himſelf of it 
by this Act; which theſe Men look upon as ſo.me- 
ritorious, that the very committing of this Act 
| muſt be rewarded upon them by God with Crowns 
and Scepters, and Kingdoms; and create them a 
Right out of their former Nothing. Whereas no 
Robbery or. Murther upon the High-way, but has 
a much better Title to Providence. And I ſhould 
hugely condema the Laodicean Temper of that Sol- 
dier, who afcer this ſhould be ſo.cold a Chriſtian 
as not to follow Providence in cutting the Throat 
of every one that falls into his Hands. Good Sir, 
Secret Things belong unto the Lord : but 
"Th thoſe that are revealed, unto'us and to our 
Children for ever. And whatever. God pleaſes to 
permit for our Tryals, we have yet a ſure Word 
of Prophecy to guide us in our Practice. Whereto' 
we ſhould do well to tale heed, ſays the Apoſtle, as 
wnto a light ſhining in a dark Place. And whereby 
David, you ſee, in the Darkneſs and Opportunity 
of the Cave, was yet directed not to quench the 
Light of Iſrael; or ſtretch forth his Hand againſt 
the Lord's Anointed. VVV 
But this whole Inſtance of David, though ex- 
tended to fo great a Length, will eaſily be voided 
by you, I perceive. - While granting a Difference 
indeed between your ſelves and David ;' and ſo ig 
the Ways of God's Proyidence towards you, and 
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Deut. 29. 29. 


him, which I ſo much urge, and fo clearly demos 
ſtrate: There is yet a third Difference you will re- 
ply, which I have faid nothing of; and wherein 
the Advantage lies on your Side to ſo great a De- 
gree as will fetch up the other Scale, and make 
all even. And how contrary ſoever your Actions 
were, his in ſaving, and yours in deſtroying: Vet 
the vaſt Difference of the ſubjet Matter \whereon 
you wrore, will eaſily reconcile them, and allow 
them both to be religious. For to deſtroy a Ty- 
rant may be an equal Act of Piety, as to Honour, 
aud preſerve a juſt King. To pull down Babylon 
is as acceptable a Service to God, as to uphold the. 
building of Jeruſalem. | . 
 Thrannus a Tyrant, we muſt know therefore, 
does originally ſignifie a King, the ſame with Rex, 
or one in Sovereign Power, without particularly 
ſpecifying whether good or bad; till Uſe, the great 
Arbitrator of Words, and Maſter of Language, 

had appropriated it only to bad Kings, whom we 
call Tyrants. Yet with this Latitude, as compre- 
hending under it Tyrannes titulo, thoſe who are ty- 
rannical and unjuſt in the very obtaining of the 
Sovereignty, as Invaders and Uſurpers : Secondly, 
Tyrannos exercitio, Thoſe who though good and 
rightful Poſſeſſors, are yet tyranvical and exorbi- 
tant in the Uſe of it. And to this firſt Part in 
the Diſt inction, viz. * As it is taken for thoſe 
who violently and injuriouſly uſurp a Sovereignty : 
It holds for true and orthodox, That to deſtroy 
ſuch, may be an Act of equal Piety, as to honour. 
and preſerve a juſt King. And the Reaſon is; 


— — 


Tex erat Qui Tyrannum occiderit Ohmpiouicarum præ- 
mium capito: © quam volet ſibi rem 4 Magiſtratu depoſcito 
Aiagiſtratus ei concedito, Pet Evod. 6. 9. 1. Multa e- 
tiam exe mpla enumerat Tyrannicidarum, qui hræmiis © h- 
noribas aſſiciebantar. pag. 695. 51 
T becauſe 


even 


. 


Quare et ary ' becauſe indeed it is the ſame. Una, 
ei Corltantl-" eademq;, manus vulnus, opemg, tulits 


enſi. Seſs. 15. And while 1 deſtroy the Uſurper, 1 


do plainty-in the ſame Act fave and defend the 


rrue King, whoſe Right it is. bar then Tyrant 


in the ſecond Part of the Diſtinction, and as it 
ſignifies (without impeaching their Right or Title 
to the Crown) ſuch Sovereign Rulers as oppreſs 


the People that are under them ; there is yet a 
Noli me tang ere upon them to every particular Per- 
ſon, though highly injured by them, and favoured 
by God as David. And a MNolite tangere Chriſtos 


meos to what Conjunctions and Combinations of 


Men ſoever. Their Perſons are ſacred and invio- 


lable, typified by the Holy Oil wherewith the 


Kings of 1/-ae! were conſecrated and appropriated 
ro God; and thereby exempted from the common 


Lot, ia that they were the Lord's Anointed, Who 
can ſtretch forth his Hand? &c. And though wick- 
ed and unjuſt they be; though froward and un- 
gentle, we are yet to be ſubject to them, ſays 
St. Peter. And while they come in at the Door 
by a fair and lawful Claim, and not climb in at 
the Windows by Violence and forcible Uſurpation; 
(which is perfectly the Character of Thieves and 
Robbers, though they ſhould by this Means gain 
the Poſſeſſion) while they fit in Moſess Seat by 
lawfal Succeſſion and Deſcent from him, we are 
ſtil] to obey and attend upon them, though they 
bind heavy Burthens upon our Shoulders (as our 
Saviour tells us of thoſe Scribes and Phariſees) and 


grievous to be born. Where, by the way, if you 
pleaſe to take but this one Note along with you, 


twill give ſome Diſpatch to the whole Difference 
between us. That 'tis not the perſonal Wicked- 
neſs; nor yet the cruel and ſevere Impoſitions of 
our lawful Governors, that can give us the Liberty 


therefore to refuſe and rejec them; though theß | 


be 


be as great Oppoſers of Chriſt, and as great Op- 
preſſors of the People as the Scribes and Phariſees. 
They fit in Moſes's ſeat, therefore whatſoever Nat. 23. 
they ſay unto you, that obſerve and do. So, © AS. . 
nor ſecondly does the bare Poſſeſſion of Moſes's 
Seat, or rather the Throne and Scepter of Da- 
vid, the Sheep-fold and Sheep-hook, if they have 
forced their Entrance into it by unlawful and pro- 
hibited Ways, give a Right to any, of reigning over 
us, or make them the true Shepherds, but they 
are eo Nomine, Thieves and Robbers. Verily, 3 
verily I ſay unto you, He that entereth not by Joe 10 
the Door into the Sheepfald, but climbeth up ſome o- 
ther Way; the ſame is a Thief and a Robber : And 
ſo to be looked upon for ever by the Sheep; who 
owe them therefore neither Audience nor Obedi- 
_ ence, neither to hear nor follow them.” 
I need not be told that theſe two Inſtances of 
our Saviour's, concerning fitting in Moſes's Seat, 
and entring by the Door into the Sheep-fold, are 
apply'd by him to the Paſtors and Fa- Fe 
thers of the Church; and not to the 8 * 
Civil Magiſt rate or Father of the Coun- eee p ya 
try. And truly I could wiſh, heartily 258. * 
wiſn, that they might be allowed to 
hold there. For then we ſnhould not have taken 
Liberty from the perſonal Failings, and pretended 
doctrinal Errors (which were much more viſible 
and notorious in the Scribes and Phariſees) of our 
former authorized Teachers, the Biſhops and Cler-. 
gy of this Land, who fit as demonſtrably in the 
Throne of the Apoſtles, and by due Ordination 
ſucceſſively from them; as the Scribes and Phariſees 
of Chriſt's Time in Moſess Seat, to renounce them 
and calt them off. So nor ſecondly ſhould we be 
ſo far infatuated as to hearken after theſe our up- 
ſtart Teachers, and intruding Rabbies, who having 
no lawful Call or Entrance into the paſtoral- 
FTT TC Charge 


Charge which they poſſeſs, not coming in by the 
Door; plainly diſcover themſelves for Thieves and 
U Robbers. - But notwithſtanding the Occaſion of 
our Saviour's Words in this Place was indeed pro- 
per and particular, (as no wiſe Man ſpeaks at 
random) yet the Deſign and Force of them is ge- 
neral; manifeſtly reaching at all Authority to be 
ſubmitted to, if lawfully deſcending, though up- 
on wicked and unjuſt Rulers ſitting in Moſes's Seat. 
So on the other ſide to be oppoſed and rejected; 
not to be lookt upon as the Authority of Rulers 3 
but as the Force and Outrage of Robbers when 
uſurp'd by violent and unlawful Ways. * 
Thus while David bears ſtill an awful Reverence 
and Reſpect to Saul, bloady and tyrannical Sæul, 
even after Saul's Diſobedience againſt God, and 
God's repenting that he had made Saul King; af- - 
ter God's good Spirit had forſaken him, and he 
was now poſieſſed and actuated by an evil Spirit 
(which might have made up at leaſt as great a 
Noiſe and Accuſation as evil Councellors did 4- 
mongſt us): Nay, after he had ſo far hearkned and 
was led by it, as to make ſeveral Attempts againſt 
David's Life; and actually to deſtroy, without any 
Proceſs at all, a whole City of God's Prieſts in the 
bigheſt Degree of Rage and Inhumanity that has 
been heard of. For fo it muſt be obſerv'd that 
David's Tenderneſs and Reſpect to Saul in the 
Cave, was after he had been _ of all this. As, 
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this, I ſay, gives a full Proof of Reverence and 
Obedience to Sovereign Power, if lawfully ſeated, 
though in a cruel and unjuſt Perſon fitting in A4 
ſes's Seat: So on the other ſide we have as clear 
a Proof in the Hiſtory of Athaliah, how 
little Right goes aloag with Poffeſſion; 
what Obedience is due to the Commands, or Re- 
ſpect to the Perſons of ſuch Uſurpers. For that 
A. haliah having by Marther of the Seed —_ 
. ru made 
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made her Way unto the Throne, and contiaued her 
Poſſeſſion fix Years (longer than our new Maſter 
can pet pretend to) is, at length, without any 
Scruple at all, dethroned and diſpoſſeſſed, and 
executed by good Jeheiadâ the High Prieſt, in the 
Right of young Joeſh, who alone 2 eſcaped the 
Ax of all the King's Sons; and appears now to 
make his Claim and Challenge of the Crown. 
Thus bloody Saul, yet ſitting in Moſer's Seat and 
lawful Sovereignty, is honoured and tever'd by 
the holy Prophet David. And Athaliah, though 
wenn of the ſame Seat and Sovereignty, yet; 
ecauſe in another's Wrong, becauſe her Entrance 
into it was not by the Door or lawful Way, but 
ſhe had climbed into it by Treaſon, and Rebelli- 
on, and Blood, is therefore deſpiſed and deſtroyed 
by the High Prieſt Jehozada, © | 


I forbear gp! ing" ry many Advantages laid 
before me in the Copy or Counter-part of this 
Story: How Athaliah's Right, as Queen-Mother, 
might better colour for Sovereignty, than if ſhe 
had been, as ours, of the loweſt and meaneſt of 
the People. And ſure the Luſtre and Excellency 
of our late King, needs not the Foil of a bloody 
Saul to ſet him off. But becauſe your Exceptions 
lie not at all againſt the King (Who was wont to 
bear the Load and Envy of your former Decla- 
mations) bat againſt the Kingdom it ſelf; that 
very Form and Conſtitution of Government where=- 
by he was King and we Subjects, terming it Babel, 
and ſo to be deſtroyed. Thither likewiſe I di- 
ret my Diſcourſe. And eaſily freeing our Gos 
 vernment, I doubt not but to diſcover the Babel 
you ſpeak of, in your own Building; and bury all 
your Objections in tlic Ryins aad Rubbiſh of it. 
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_ demonſtrate, 


ES age > 2 
For Firſt, The Medium whereby you would 


prove us Babylon, viz. From that. implicit Obe- 
dience we profeſs and acknowledge to the King, 


does immediately reach at God himſelf ; make | 
him a Babylonian too; both as the Author of Go- 


verament in general, and of this particular Way 
of Goverment ſer up and eſtabliſhed in our Land. 
For every Government that is truly ſo, does ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſe an - Irreſiſtibility ſomewere, ei- 
ther in one or. more Perſons, to make it a Govern- 
ment, and diſtinguiſh it from Confuſion. Which 
is all. we mean, I am ſure, or that you would im- 
poſe upon us, I think, by implicit Faith, viz. ei- 
ther actively to obey his Majeſty's. juſt. and legal 


Commands; or, when they prove illegal and unjuſt, 
patiently to bear the Penalty annexed, rather than 


reſiſt, and riſe up againſt him. And that this 
is neceſſary to all Governments, and fit and pru- 
dent that we ſhould be thus governed, I will now 


For Goverament being the orderly framing and 


| fquaring of many ſingle and divided Perſons into 


one Body: there muſt neceſſarily be, in every Go- 
vernment, ſome common Point of Unity, wherein 
they mult all contenter and meet, and become 


One. Some laſt Appeal and Determination, to 


which they muſt all ſubmit, and from whence the 
Government takes its Name and Denomination, 
either of Popular, or Democratical, if the laſt Ap- 
peal be to the People : Of Ariſtocratical, if to a 
Council of State: Of Regal or Monarchical, if to 
One Perſon. And the ſuppoſiag a Liberty left us 
to reject and reſiſt againſt any ſuch Determina- 
tion, when it is, or is apprehended by us, unjuſt 


or inconvenient (this being the very Fad and 


Eſſence 


1 
Eſſence of Governors, as the Apoſtle expreſſes it; 
That we may lead peaceable and quitt Lives. Who 


muſt therefore neceſſarily have Jus gladii, the Pow- 


er of the Sword, whereby to furniſh them for this 

End. They, and none but They, and ſo are its 
reſiſtible) does plainly mutilate and null the Go- 
verament; diſſolve the Body; and leave us, as 
we were, ſingle and divided Perſons, Non jam 
#des, ſed cumulus erit. We may be a Heap indeed, 
but not a Rouſe, not a Building, not a Body. For 
no Body can be legally and naturally at Vari- 


ance with it ſelf. This being that which diſtin- : 


guiſhes one Body, and ſo one Government from 
another: England from Spain, Spain from France, &c. 
And to fay, That in every Government the Peo- 

ple are ſtill the ultimate Judges and Arbitrators, 
is to ſay One of theſe Two: Either that there is 
no other Government but Popular; or that Or- 


der and Government is the very ſame Thing with 
- Ataxy and Confuſion: For as in a Popular State 
it were perfectly unlawful, and the Mother of 
Confuſion, to follow one Princeringleader, or ſome 
few of the Nobles in Oppoſition to the major Part 
of the People: So it is the ſame Thing in a Mo- 
narchy or Kingdom (to be ſure) upon the People's 
Account, more or leſs, to riſe up and rebel againſt 


> 


the King. 


ITis true, that in either State 1 am not to obey -- 
an unjuſt Command. Herein I am already pre- 


| poſſeſſed and prevented by God. But this is no in- 
fringing on the Sovereignty. of out Rulers, which 


Living; and ſet the Goveraars upon their proper 


D2 | Throne: 


K . 


muſt only be acknowledged under God. And 
while I refuſe to execute of actually obey them 
in Sin, I ſtill preſetve my Fidelity to God, and 
diſavow my ſelf the Servant of Men. And yet by 
ſubmitting to the Penalty, I preſefve the End and 
Deſign. of Government, viz. peaceable; and quiet 
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| Thrones Solo de minores. Al which is overthrown 


by Reſiſtance. The Governors diſplaced by ſet- 
ting my ſelf above them; or at leaſt in an Inde- 
pendency and Equality with them; which is ne- 
ceſſarily ſuppoſed in Reſiſtance, Government ca- 


ſhier'd, and render'd ineffectual. 


* 


* 


Ad as the Jews, when in Opp Ano iſ 


they were very zealous for the Honour of their 
Maſter Moſes, and their own Freedom, for that 


they were free-bora (never were in Bondage, ſay 
they, to any Man) did therein eſpecially diſhonour 


Moſes, and enſlave themſelves. So we make our 


ſelves purely the Slaves and Servants of Men, by 
engaging with them in ag unlawful Reſiſtance, _ 
though in Pretence of our Liberty. And never 
more highly deny and diſhonour Chriſt, than 
when in this Kind of Way we pretend moſt to his 
Honour and Service; by deſpiſing that Govern- 
ment and theſe Governors whom God the Father 


(«as I may ſay) has ſanQtified and ſent into the . 


World. For ſo Government and Magiſtracy were 
abſolutely erected hy God io the firſt Creation, 
giving the Sovereignty to Mankind over the reſt 
of his Workwmanſhip. And again, in the Diſt in- 

Aion and Differencing of Sexes, Man had the So- 
vereigaty over the Woman determin'd upon him 

by his Primogeniture, or being firſt formed, as the 
Tin $4K Apoſtle argues. For Adam was firſt 
fore the Fall, and no miſhapen Piece of corrupt 
Nature. And again, in the Production and Pro- 
creation of Children, the Parents had a Sovereignty 
and Dominion over thoſe that were begotten by 
them. Which, how limited and confined ſoever 

it were, (for that it ſeems all this while not tg 


reach unto Life: The Power of Life and Death 


being 'reſcrved in God's Hand, and as his Pecu- 


lar) was yet, certainly, in every Species of it, 


ſacred 


formed, then Eve: and ſo manifeſtly be- 


ſacred and irreſiſtible to thoſe that were under 
And now when after the Flood, which came up- 
on the old World for their Sins, and hecauſe there 
was no Magiſtrate effectually to curb them and cut 
them off (Admonitions and Stripes, the Family- 
' Diſcipline, being much too gentle to reſtrain their 
Violence) it pleaſed God, in Prevention of the like 
for the Time to come, as he aſſured by a Rainbow, 
to enlarge the Commiſſion even over the Life; and 

to the Shedding the Blood of a capital Offender. 
Whoſcever ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall 1 
bis blood be fied. Vet this was ſtill Salvo © 7: ©: 
regimine without any Power lawfully in the People 
either to riſe up againſt him, when he did ſo; or 
to lit in Judgment againſt him when he neglected to 
do ſo; and from a Judge ſhould debaſe himſelf in- 
to a Malefactor. This appears evidently by the 


Words and Tenor of his Commiſſion. For as the 


Magiſtrate's Power over Life and Death is acknow- 

ledged by all in theſe Words; fo his Impunity 
likewiſe, as to the People (though he ſhould be 
Socius criminis, and guilty of the ſame Crime) will 
_ eaſily be deriv'd from the ſame Fountain And, as 


the Apoſtle argues, that when the Scripture ſays, 


ia theſe Words, All things are put un- | 
der Chriſt, it is manifeſt 3. 1 7 ex Wenn 
cepted who did put all things under him. So there 
is the ſame Reaſon and Manileſto likewiſe, that in 
theſe Words, Whoſoever ſheddeth man's blood, by 
man ſhall his blood be ſhed; the Avenger of Blood, 
the Man that is to ſhed the Blood of the Blood- 
ſhedder, ſhould abſolutely be exempted from it. 
Who elſe muſt be ſuppoſed to be under thoſe 
whom in that very Term or Title he is appareat- 
ly ſet over. The avengiag of their Blood being 
the plain Enſign of his Sovereignty over them. 
As the Father in being faid to pur all Things ed 
85 . D 3 | | der 
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him. And therefore how univerſally affirmative 
ſoever the Propoſitions may ſeem to be, All things 
are put under Chriſt ; and, Whoſoever ſheddeth man's 
blood, &c. Vet are both to be reſtrained to their 
proper Subjects: And ſuch a Truce to be held 
with the Terms and Parts of the Propoſition Al, 
and Whoſcever, as not to contradict and make 
War againſt the Tenor and Deſign of the Whole, 
Which being once ſecured and ſaved harmleſs, 
we cannot ſtretch them beyond their Meaſure. 
But All Things, abſolutely All Things, are to be 
put under Chriſt, ſave the Father. And whoſo- 
ever ſheddeth Man's Blood, whether Perſon or 
People, ſave the Avenger of Blood himſelf, here 
is ample Authority to cut them off 
And if this may ſerve for Government in the 
General; and to evince an Irreſiſtibjlity neceſſarily 
flowing from the Nature and Being of it (the Su- 
preme Power in every Oeconomy whatſoever, in 
that it is the Supreme Power, being not poſſibly 
liable to the Inferior, or ſuch as derive from it) 
we will ſee next what malignant Influence there is 
in Monarchy ; or where this Supreme Power is in 
one Man, as with us by Law is eſtabliſhed, that 
ſhould quite overthrow the Good of Government; 
and pervert it (as you complain) into the Unea- 
ſineſs and Uaſupportableneſs of a Babylonian Bon- 
dage . And truly, if God might be allowed any 
Share or Proportion of Wiſdom but equal to the 
nceits which we have of our own Underſtand- 
ings, we ſhould not thus haſtily aſſume againſt that 
Form which he was pleaſed to erect among his 
_ own People. Monarchy, even without that con- 
tradictory Term of Mixt-monarchy adjoyn'd to it, 
being next to Theocraty (God's own immediate 
© * Rule) the conſtant ſtanding Way deputed 
Peut. 17. by him for 1/rael. As appears plainly by 


Moſes, 


= 7. 
Moſes, who from the Mouth of God, before the 
People in likelihood thought of any ſuch Thing, 
though always forbidding them a Conformity with 
the Nations in Sig; and generally for their greater 
Separation, even in their innocent and harmleſs 
Cuſtoms: Yer in the Way of Government, ſays he, 
if when ye be ſettled, and gather'd into a Body, 
and grow weary to be govern'd, as at this Day; 
and make Choice rather of that Uſage among the 
Nations (Inter omnes per circuitum nationes, amon 
all the Nations round about thee) to be ruled by 
a King: What then? Doth he preſently declaim 
agagainſt it, as Babyloni an and Antichriſtian? Or 
does he name any better Form to intervene? And 
ſuppoſing them to diſlike Theocraty as too far 

removed out of their Sight, yet propound them 
ſome clearer Image and Repreſentation of it, than 
Monarchy ? (as & Divorce was found out to pre- 
vent Murther) No: But ſets himſelf only to Di- 

rections, That they ſhould follow God's Choice in 
the Election of the Perſon : And the Perſon fo 
choſen ſhould follow God's Rule in the Diſcharge 
JJ; 88 
And therefore that God is afterwards offended 
with them in asking a King; "tis only that they 
did this in diſtruſt and diſlike of his own imme- 
diate Rule among them. Ye ſaid, Nay, 
but a King ſhall reign over us, when the 
Lord your God was your King. Which Eg 
otherwiſe, and being laid together in a Scale with 


1 Sam 12. 
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Tzoe x[iots d uhοννẽup—ͤôof all humane Ordinances and 


Modes of Government by Men, is apparently the 
beſt. And which God therefore ſums up by the 
Prophet Exeliel, as the Crown of Beauty and Per- 
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1 
fection, which he had put upon the Head of 7/ael. 
I put a beautiful Crown upon thy head, and 
Ezck. 16. thou didſt proſper into a Kingdom. A King- 
#3) 14 dom or Monarchy, and that of God's 
putting on too, was the Excellency and Perfection 
of that People, honoured and commended by him, 
not only by thofe mighty Worthies whom he 
raiſed up to that kingly Office and Calling among 
them, as David, Solomon, Hezekiah, Joſiah, and 
the reſt ; who were certainly none of them Baby- 
lonians and Antichriſts vjrtute Officis ; But alſo. in 
making Choice among our Tribes and Families 
in. Aracl, that Chriſt ſhould be born of the Tribe 
of Judah and the Houſe of David, the Tribe and 
Blood Royal, to whom the Kingſhip did peculiar- 


ly belong. 25 . 
And that this was abſolute Monarchy; or that 
theſe Kings were ſacred and inviolable in their 
Perſons (which is all you can charge upon us by 
the No Power you ſpeak of to bound and limit 
our King againſt his Will) does appear at large 
in the ſacred Story. This being the Manner of 
the King deſired by Vrael, qualem habebant vicini, 
who were all under a TieyBaomes, or abſolute 
Monarchy, as is obſerved by the learned Gro: is. 
8. And ſo likewiſe when Samuel deſcribes 
Ju, Regis, the Right and Manner of their 
King, in Conformity to thoſe Nations round about: 
He leaves the People no poſſible Weapon agaiaſt 
him, but Prayers and Tears, . 
Thus then the Vizzor being taken off; and no 
ſuch Antichriſt, as you would fright us with, ap- 
pearing under this Form of Monarchical Govern- 
ment, or the King's unlimited Power, as you call 
it, in Civils: We will next take a View of that im- 
licit Faith in Spirituals; the evil Principle, as you 
ay, of our Church Government, whereby we are 
„„ 8 become 


1 Sam. 


IN] ng 
become Antichriſts eo Nomine, and Oppreſſors of 
God's People. * "om 
And herein give me Leave to premiſe, That 


ye and Enmity towards our Church, beyond our 


- greateſt Adverſaries of Rome, by coining a new 


0 have either diſcovered in your ſelf an evil 
E 


Slander and Reproach againſt us, more than ever 
was hammer'd in their Forge. Or if true, and 
no Slander, you have then diſcover'd a monſtrous 
Blindgeſs and nip qu in thoſe Eagle-eyed Do- 
ors, who being ſo continually urged and argued, 
and condemned by us for this very Principle of im- 
plicit Faith (and which is indeed the very chara- 
Qeriſtical Difference and Diſtintion between us 
and them) could never yet, after all their Poring 


and Diligence, be able to ſpy it in this Church, 


or to juſtifie themſelves by returning it upon us 
for Proteſtant Doctrine. — 
But let us hear your Proof, and by what Sym- 
ptoms and Indications you judge of the Diſeaſe. 
By that evil Principle, ſay you, which denied any 
Power to be above the Church in the Interpreta- 
tion of Scripture to a particular Man's Conſcience. 
Truly, Sir, One had need be very far gone in the 
Diſeaſe, and highly infected with the implicit Faith 
you mention, to believe either the Truth of this 
pour laſtance in one Senſe; or the Weight and 
Conſequence of it in another. For, if by Church 
be meant the Church in its whole Latitude and due 
Extent, as it is Catholick, and comprehenſive of 
all Perſons and all Times, then the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Saints being likewiſe included under that 
Ara, to ſubmit implicitly to their Doctrines, and 
conform to their Practice univerſal, in Point of 
Diſcipline, will not be of Weight to' accuſe us. 
But is certainly more explicit and reaſonable, 
than any Reaſons and Conjectures of our as | 


5 


the contrary; as being founded upon the Veracity 
of God himſelf, who is Primus credibilium, and 
Principium credibilitatis ; and ſo infinitely to be 


preferred by us before our ſelves. 


But if by Church be meant the Church of any 2 


one Ape excluſively to the firſt and pureſt, or of 
any one particular Place and Denomination 3 then 
let the Calumay light where it properly belongs. 
| Romana Eccleſia eſt infallibilis, The Church of Eng- 
land is endned with more modeſt Principles; ne- 
ver attempting to make a new Article of Faith ; 


but carefully preſerving the Depoſitum, committed 
to her Truſt, whole and entire; has, out of this, 
extracted only what ſhe apprehended moſt plainly 
contained in it, and eſpecially conducing to good 


Life. Which yet, in an humble Opinion of her 
own Judgment, ſhe impoſes upon none, as Truths 


- univerſally neceſſary to Salvation; no, nor gene- 


rally to be believed : Only requires of her Clergy 
Sons, before ſhe eatruſts them with the Power of 


the Keys, and the Government of the Houſe of 
God; That they would thus far own and honour 
Her for their Mother, by teſtifying under their 


Hands, That there is nothing in ſuch. Her Arti- 
cles and Enunciations coatrary to the Word of 
God (a rare and ſingular Example of Chriſtian 
Meekneſs and Moderation) leaving, in the mean 
Time, the reſt of her Children free from any per- 
ſonal or particular Atteſtations. Being abundant- 
Iy ſatisfied, if (agreeing with her in the main, and 


wherein ſhe has manifeſtly the expreſs and explicit 


Doctrine of the firſt Times for her Warrant) they 


behave themſelves in the reſt, as her Children in 


their Places and Callings, without Diſturbance of 
publick Peace, or Seduction of others 

And where then is that evil Principle which 
reſtrained the Interpretation of Scripture from a 


particular 
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particular Man's Conſcience ; fo that ig 
articular Man always holding the A- 9 
nalogy of Faith, as St. Paul enjoyns, Jig wisews, 
would be contented to be a particular _ 
Man till ; not ſubverting her publick Order; or 
by publiſhing and diſceminate his private Interpre- 
tations, make himſelf popular and tumulruous ? 
And who will have Reaſon to complain of this, 
| fave ſuch, who, under the Name of Chriſtians, take 


it ill that they may not make Goſpel of the Al- 


choran? Or who can call this Tyranny in our 


Church, which ſhe would gladly ſubmit to and ac- 


cept; (and that is ſufficient to wipe off the Ty- 
ranny) from any other? And I dare proclaim it 
in the Name of my Mother, the Church of Eng- 
land (though the youngeſt and very meaneſt of all 


her Children) that if the Church of Rome (with 
whom ſhe has had the longeſt and ſharpeſt Con- 


tention of any) would go no farther, as to neceſ- 


ſary Matters of Doctrine, than what was ſo eſteem- 


ed and taught by the Church Primitive, nor ſtretch 


her Diſcipline beyond that Pattern; leaving the 


reſt of her Articles, how true ſoever ſhe may 
think them, and ſo under that Name worthy of 
all Commendations, yet as no neceſſary Conditions 
of her Communion, or of-abſolute Neceſſity to 


Salvation : She would then heartily draw together 


with ber in the ſame Yoke; and (yielding her 
the right Hand of Fellowſhip, and that Primacy 
of Order and Dignity due unto her Biſhop, as being 
Prime ſedis Epiſcopus) carefully maintain the Unity 
of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. | 

But while the Church of Rome, abſolutely refu- 
ſing any ſuch Conditions, and ſcorning to be con- 
fin'd, does ſtill preſs her new Articles equally to 
be reccived and ſubmitted to, as the old Truths 
of God and his Church. We have this to anſwer 


for 


n 
Ty: 
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V 
for our ſelves: That it ſeems very unreaſonable, 
that we in this latter Age of the Church of Chrift 
(and ſo at fartheſt Diſtance from thoſe Times of 
Miracles and extraordinary viſible Gifts of God's 
Spirit, in Confirmation of his Truth) ſhou!d be 


tied to believe ſo much more, upon fo much leſs . 


Evidence. And what. was left at liberty then to 
belteve, or not to believe (as many Articles of 
the prefent Church of Rome confeſfedly were) ſhould 
now, without any Pretenſton of new Proof, or im- 
mediate 'Revelation from Heaven ; nay, though, 
in Appearance at leaſt, contradicting the manifeſt 
Truths of God and our own beſt Reaſon ; be re- 
quired of us under pain of Damnation. And while 
all other Topicks failing them, they heap up Te- 

ſtimonies from the Fathers in Defence of ſuch 
their additional Articles, acoutring them thus (as 
the Gibeonites with mouldy Bread and clouted 
Shoes) to make us believe that they came from 
afar, and are of ancient ſtanding in the Church 
of God. We have apparently this Advantage, 
(fuppoſing we could not drop Fathers with them; 
if they themſelves be not too much convinced 
already to ſuppoſe any ſuch Thing) That if any 
one Father ſay but as we ſay in this Point wherein 
we differ; and another in another; and ſo of the 


reſt (Which an eaſie Undertaker might be able to 
roduce) we are not prejudiced at all by the Num- 


| r apgatnſt us. For that from hence it muſt needs 

follow, That the contrary to what is ſo aſſerted, 
or bur admitted, as probable, by any one Father ; 
was not then received as an Article of Faith, or 
of Neceſlity to Salvation in the Church of Chriſt. 


Which yet now they are not content under any 


inferior Character and Superſcription, to obtrude 


upon us. And have withal, ſo weav'd and mingled 
many of them into their Devotions, as if they 
| | | delighted 


n ,, . .. 


as the Romaniſt ia his Matter z and the Reformed 


[58] 


delighted to ſtand alone; thereby forcing and re- 
ſtraining all the reſt of the Chriſtian World from 
their Communion. _ Se ops 
Whereas the Church of England, when put to 
compile a Liturgy, even in Separation and Di- 
ſtinction from the Church of Rome, by whom ſhe 
was caſt out, was ſo far from Heat, or Spight, 
or Animoſity; nay, ſo full of Charity and Catho- 
lick Spirit, not in Word or in Name only, which 
the Church of Rome does ſo much glory in, but in 

ed and in Truth; that ſhe agrees unanimouſly 
upon ſuch a Form, as whereby ſhe might gather 
together into One all that were ſcatter'd abroad; 
as having nothing in it offenſive or contrary to 
the Romaniſt ;, or ſo ſiding and agreeing with him, 


as thereby to diſtaſte the reſt of Chriſtians ; but 


acknowledged and approved by both. | 

And *ſurely if the Lord's Prayer, which was 
deſigned for the Common Prayer of the whole 
Chriſtian Church, and the very Badge and Cog- 


nizance of Chriſt's Diſciples, may be allowed to 


hold its Place, and made the Pattern of all Church 
Liturgies, as it ought ; that Liturgy muſt needs 


be acknowledged moſt Chriſtian and Catholick (as 
coming nesreſt to that Form, and moſt ſuitable 
to that Deſign) not which is moſt particular, and 
minute, but which is moſt comprehenſive and 
large, and wherein the ſeveral Differences of the 
Heads, and.Judgments of Chriſtians, are leaſt ſuf- 
fered to work a Diviſion upon their Hearts and 
Spirits, or come into their Prayers. Which I muſt 


take Leave again to commend, as the particular 


Excellency of this Church of ours, beyond all the 


Churches, either of the Romaniſt or Reformed; 


as having nothing either in the Matter or Mini- 
ſtration of it to be quarrelled at by either. Where- 


In 


3 
la his Miniſtry; are mutually at Diſtance from 
each other. But our Matter being apparently 
good and innocent in both their Eſteems; the Ro- 
maniſt muſt acknowledge our Miniſtry a lawful 
Miniſtry, as being the ſame, and from the ſame 
Miſſion originally with his own. And fo the Re- 
formed, however, rejecting Epiſcopacy, ſome of 
them, and the Order of Biſhops, which we em- 
brace ; yet acknowledge thoſe whom they reject 
as Biſhops, to be truly Prieſts Veri ſacerdotes, and 
ſo to have lawful Power of Ordination, and au- 
thorizing others to that Function. 5 
In a Word, neither the Miniſtry nor Miniſtra- 
tion of our Church, could ever be made criminous 
by any Party or Diviſion of Men whatſoever, pro- 
feſſing the Name of Chriſt, ſave ſuch of this pre- 


ſent Generation, who together with ours, reject 


all Forms and all Miniſtry : Condemning, upon 
that very Account, the Lord's Prayer; and argu- 
ing againſt any ſett and diſtinct Office of Miniſtry 
in the Apoſtles. So that gut, Indictment in their 
Mouths runs thus : That not having the Fear of 
God before our Eyes, we have ſided with Chrift 
in a ſett Form of Prayer, and ſucceeded to the 
925 Apoſtles in a ſelect and authorized Mini- 

TY» 3 „„ = 

But to return from whence I have thus largely 
digreſſed. You are contented at laſt to fee and 
acknowledge the Excellency of Monarchy, and that 
according to the Eſtabliſhment of England in an 
Hereditary Way, above all other Ways and Forms 
ef Government whatſvever. | e 


nz SECTION. 8 
| 


The ſtrongeſt Babel, ſay you, that can be devisd 
to kcep a People from being ſcattered into — 
| = | Confu- 


, rage BP ca. En 


. 


La 


Affairs to run In a popular or Parliament Channel, 


1 7 
Confuſions, is,. that Form of abſolute Monarchy, 
and that in an Hereditary Way. Well, let that 
be ſtood to ; and then, however it may be re- 
proached for Babel (which it partakes in common 


with all Government) yet while it is confeſſed to 


be the beſt and ſtrongeſt, the moſt oppoſed to 
Confuſion, and apteſt for Unity and Peace (to 


which all Goverament is deſigned, and upon which 
| the Life of the Community doth immediately de- 


end; and wherein every good Man's Intereſt is 
eſpecially concerned) we have little Reaſon to look 
upon them as good Patriots or good Chriſtians, 
Lovers of Chriſt ot of their Country, who un- 


| hinged us from this Frame, and invited us into 


Sidings upon Pretenſions of being better riveted 


and united in a popular Way. 


But then for the Babel which is ſtill affixed to this 
abſolute Form, as how highly ſoever it pretends, 
yet falling ſhort. of its End, and neceſſarily ads 
mitting, it is ſaid, in ſome Caſes thoſe very A- 
taxies and Confuſions we would labour to prevent. 


Eſt aliquid prodire tenus. Surely that ſome Caſes 


only, one or two poſſible Suppoſals (as that where- 


in you inſtance of the Monarch's being Lunatick, 


or an Idiot) may bring it to this, will caſt no 
Dirt nor Blemiſh at all upon Building, while it 


"ſtands firm and fair, being compared with other 


Edificess Which not only theſe extraordinary and 
prodigious Events (which, like an Earthquake 


-and general Inundation of the Sea, may ſeem to 


bear down all before them; and agaiaſt which 


Men, ia very Prudence have not meditated of any 
'Fence) but far leſſer Force, and more ordinary 


Occurrence (as of a Land-flood or ſtormy Night) 
levels with the Ground. 3 5 
That ſome Out- let there is in Monarchy, for 


will 


will only prove it to be of the ſame Piece with our 
ſelves, and to ſuffer Quid humanum. There being 
a Mixture perhaps of Infirmity and ImperfeQion 
in the perfecteſt Good we here enjoy. And there- 
fore to quarrel it off upon this Argument, will be, 
with the fame Breath, to renounce all that is Sa- 
cred. And certainly a moſt ſtupendious Madneſs 
and Partiality, when in lieu and exchange of ir, 
we muſt take in that which is confeſſedly worſe. 
A Project and Contrivance that proclaims the De- 
ſigners ale, and has no other Pecedent in 
„Story than that of Medea, | 


and. i a Mn os Ss FE On oO WR I I 


Video meliora, proboq; 
Deteriora ſequor, 25 | 


1 ſee what's better, and approve it ſo. 
Yet eagerly purſue what's worſe I know. . 


Thus fat upon your own Grounds, and ſuppoſing 
the Miſchief unavoidable in the Caſe aſſign d, viz. 
That conſidering the King may be either a Fool, 
or Mad, or otherwiſe Diſtemper'd, ſo as to com- 
mand thoſe Things which are abſoiutely deſtru- 
ctive to that Society which he is bound to preſerve; 
there muſt ia that Caſe be ſome Council, or ſome 

| ſingle Perſon to govern in his Stead ; who muſt 
alſo judge when he is in ſuch a Condition, and not 
he himſelf. And fo there muſt be ſomething ſtill 
like King and Parliament, fo give Occaſion for 
the like Differences. But that of otheftwiſe di- p 


} 


ſtemper d, ſo as to command Things deſtru- 4 
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Qive, &c. is a Clauſe of ſo much Latitude, as || 
cannot be ſuppoſed conſiſtent with any Monarchy, T 
much leſs an abſolute One, as we now ſpeak of. 21 
For whatever may be ſaid of a mad Man, or an th 


b Idiot, where the Caſe Is evident and open to all * 


„„ 

Eyes, as the Sun that ſhines 3 and ſo needs no 
Diſquiſition, nor can be impoſed upon any that 
really is not ſo. Yet the Commands and Policies 
of a Prince are not ſo diſcernable, but liable to 
many great Miſtakes and Miſconſtructions. And 
' ordinarily ſo much the more, by how much the 
better they are, and the deeper his Counſels are 
laid; muth leſs By them who being as much out of 
Ken, have yet an Intereſt always bribing them to 
find fault, and defame his Actions, whereby to 
ſettle themſelves in his Throne, and get the Au- 
thority into their own Hands. 
Succeſs is that only which makes any en 
or Proceedings good in the popular Eſteem. What 
ends unluckily, was begun, ſay they, unwarrant- 
ably. And he that will be content td have the 
People for his judge, muſt be ſure to have good 
Fortune his Advbcate and Friend to plead for 
him. And then for a ſingle Perſon, and ſuppoſing 


in that Caſe ſuch an One to be appointed the 


Judge, and to determine upon the Actions of his 
Sovereign, that is ſtill more unreaſonable than the 
former; as whereby we are conjur'd into a Circle. 
Nam, Quis cuſtodiet cuſtodem ? What better Se- 
curity have we of this judge, than we had before 
of the King? Or why may not he be as ruinous 
and deſtructive to the Kingdom in ſuch his Sen- 
tence, as the King may be fear'd to be in his 
Deſigus and Machinations? 

But that which gives a full Anſier to the Caſe 
| propounded, is this: That indeed it needs no 
Anſwer at all; for that it- manifeſtly implies a 
Contradiction, and ſo can haue no Poſlibility of 
Truth in it. For to be an abſolute Monarch 3 
and yet to be liable at the ſame Time to be de- 
throned by thoſe over whom he is; and wherein 
a is thus FINS; * neceſſarily n 2 


L G1 


at the ſame Time, and in the ſame Reſpect, 2 


King and à Subject; or Abſolute and not Abſo- 
lute. Which. manifeſtly contradicts it ſelf; and 
carries its own Condemnation along with it. Tis 
true, a Governor may be Abſolute in ſome Re- 
ſpects barely; and ſuch an One may be called a 
King; but that's abuſirely only, and is the ſame 
that we underſtand by a mixt Monarch. But a 


King 
Caſe propounded) an Abſolute Monarch, muſt be 


ſuch an One, to be ſure, who is free from the 


Power and Penalty of the Laws ; who ruling by 


a pateraal Right over the Subjects in his King- 


dom, as the Soas and Children of his Family, is 
not arcountable or to be judged by them, whom 
yet under God he is bound to provide for. 

Or ſuppoſe him to come in by Compact: Vet 
to make him Abſolute, and a Monarch, he. muſt 
be free and abſolv'd, if not from the Obſervation 
and directive Power of the Law, yet from the 
coercive and condemning Power of it ; if not from 
_ pecuniary Mulcts, yet from capital Sentence, or, 
whereby he is in Danger to be deprived. of that 


wherein he is Abſolute, his Kingſhip or Monar- 


chy. For that is the minimum quod ſic the leaſt 
Part that can poſſibly, be aſſigned him of Free- 
dom and Ahſolution. And therefore 1s eminent- 
J * neceſſary, not only to an abſolute, but even 
to a mixt Monarch. The contrary to this being 
the very ee of Servitude and Subje- 


ction. 
And therefore now to untie this Sebborn Knot, 


which. through too much Eagerneſs and Impati- 


ence you have thought neceſſary to break, with 
Violence, in ſunder with the Sword. 
poſed D. ſtemper ariſe to a Criſis of Frenzy and 


Impotency of Mind, why then falling in with that 


or Monarch, properly taken, or (as in the 


If the ſup- 


2 1 
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of a Fool or mad Man, twill be but one and the 
ſame Caſe manifeſt and apparent to all Eyes, diſ- 


cernable in all bis Actions: And then to ſer up 


another is not at all to depoſe him. He is Ab- 


ſolute, and ſo not to be depoſed. But the Frenzy 
has carried him away firſt, and removed him from 


us; and now he is no pit, f. And therefore as 


before by his Greatneſs, and, bſoluteneſs; fo now 


#4 & 1 ii BI Fi 44 +3 & 6M FFI : . 1 
by his Weakneſs and Impotency, he falls not at 


ithio the Reach of the Law, to be judged or 


ſo the, yery, Man whom! th e Law inveſts with So- 
vereigaty. and, makes Abſolute. Which therefore 


z 


nating of his * 2 + ; | | 
The Law, in the Caſe. ee of an Hereditary 


cannot N : 2 F Ws 5 5 . " 
s Perſon, $f tipping his Throne. 
; C 6.3 WW 

Kingdom,, does 85 neceſſari 


before it is known what they will prove; a Man 
OT: 4 Woman, A Ruffian or a ſober Perſon ; and 


not ſettliog it by Electian upon one of mature 


judgment, apptov'd Integrity, and greateſt Expe- 


rience. And yet the Law does much the wiſeſt 


by this Entail. As thereby however tunning the 
Hazards of ſome Inconveniencies which may hap- 


| pen; yet avoiding, that, grand Miſchief of Factions 
and Sidings, and Diſunions which are diametrically 


oppos'd to Government; and, which, cannot but 
fall out in ſuch ee Thoſe 


Incon- | 


preteaded,-t6 juſtify anz in che Aſſaſſi- 


ngde ot necefſarily-provide to make tie 
wiſeſt and the beſt Man King: As appears plainly 
by, entailing the Sovereignty. of the King's Heirs 
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e if at any, 8 they bappen, are 
but his 105 and Blemiſhes in the Government; 
but t of Schiſin and Diſünion, is the very Death 
and 5 tion of it. Which therefore, as is na- 
Faral te For "in Bodies, it eſpecially fortifies againſt, 
and babes to prevent: 
"0 And from hence hen we may ſee not the Law 
Only. dt. - the Reaſon and Wiſdom of the Law, 
In pot. ad mitting the Reſiſtance pleaded for in this 
| Lappoſed Diſtemper:, Por that this Diſtemper not 
amounting as was premis'd, to Frenzy, or Idiotiſm, 
Which i5, 8 5 all, and whereby a Man is no 
longer a Man or reaſonable Creature, muſt become 
the Subje&t of moch Pifbüte and Diviſion 3' the 
Occaſion for any mutindus and ambitious Party to 
work upon. And as ſometimes it might really 
probe to be indeed ſuch a Diſten er; yet it might 
oftner, to be ſure, be ſo pretet ed, „When it were 
not. Which the "Law 'or Government therefore, 
by admitting i in the leaſt, "ſhould open a! treceſſary 
Gap to Confuſion ; and hy Conſequence, To its rd 
Deſtruction, And in Prevchrion of a remdte, and 
only not impoſſible” Danger, which it might fear 
to receive at ſome Time, "perhaps, from nuch a Di- 
ſtemper'd King (if ſuch a Diſtemper, without a 
downright Bedlam Madneſs, be not indeed impoſ- 


ſi ble) give it ſelf a Stab to the Heart, whereby i it! 


muſt Kctsinly and immediately expire. And thus 
the Diſtemper only, and Feveriſh Indiſpoſition in 
the King, 185 would ptetend to cure by an abſolute 
Frenzy and Franticknefs in the Corernment- * | For 
ſo the Poet has already cenfur'd it, | 


N 


1 — 0 


Fier eſt, ne moriare, mort. 78 


= For fear of Death to dye, 3 0 $7 
7 | — N Bedlam * N 4 480 1 I 
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The Short of it is this: No Policy can give an 


_ abſolute Security. We muſt truſt ſome Body. But 


herein is the'Goodneſs of God, and the Wiſdom 
and Piety of our Anceſtors, in deriving to-usſuch 
a Form as hrings us neareſt. to, this Security, and 


at fartheſt Diſtance from Danger; as whereby 


many moſt . probable and. certain Inconveniencies 


are avoided. And the only poſſible Miſchief which 


we can fear from our Governor; is ſo very miſchie- 
vous and deſtruftive to the Intereſt of our G- 
vernor himſelf, that we mult fear very unreaſon- 
ably to be afraid of it. WE 3 Od 

It is in our Power to kill our ſelves; and yet 
we are not afraid of our ſelves, as Mr. Diggs ob- 
ſerves. Becauſe there is a natural Dearaeſs im- 
planted in us, which ſecures every one from Self- 
wrongs. We have as little Cauſe to be troubled 
that 'tis in the King's Power to make himſelf no 
King, by deſtroying of his Subjects. For ſo the 
King periſhes in the Ruin of his People; and the 
Man only ſurvives, expoſed to the Scoru and Ha- 
tred, and Revenge of Mankind. Every Man's In- 
tereſt is the greateſt Aſſurance we can deſire of 
his Integrity- That will hold, to be ſure, when 
all Ties, ſacred and humane, are laid aſide. And 


having that ſo apparently for our Preſervation, it 


muſt be our Folly and Madneſs to ſuſpe& any ſuch 
Diſtemper poſſibly in the King to deſtroy us. But 


all this being granted at laſt, which we plead for, 


viz. That abſolute Hereditary Monarchy is, of all 
Forms, the heſt, which you before acknowledge; 
and that ours, by Law eftabliſhed, is ſuch, which 


you no where deny; Yet two Objections there are 


behind, which will ſtill ſtave us from our delired 
Concluſion, if they be not taken out of the 
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The Firſt is from the great Haxdid a 200 Erpence 
it will coſt us now to 0s Things again into their 
old Channel ; whereby the Remedy is worſe thay 
the Diſeaſe. And the Well- -being, led we pur- 
ſue and court after, in ſo doing, would prove a 
pupil Penny-worth (ay you) at the Price and For- 
eiture of our very Beings. | 
Surely this Objection, how gravely. and ſoberly 
| ſoever you are pleaſed to ſet it down, is no other 
but the Murmurs of the fleſhly and beaſtly Part 
in you (as you afterwards phraſe it) and there- 
fore beſt anſwered with Silence and Nom atten- 
tion, or our Saviour's Tree oTiIow Us Zeſſayd. Get 
thee behind me, Satan. For can it put a Super ſe- 
deas to our Duty, becauſe there is Hardſhip and 
Difficulty in the Performance of it? Moſt that 
which is the Mark and Cognizance of Vertue, 
_*® Kaazge, re nad, The Straightneſs of the Gate, 
and Narrowneſs of the Way, be reaſonably made 
uſe of by Chriſtians as an Argument againſt it? 
Muſt that which gives it the Crown be held forth 
as 2 Check and Diſcouragement to skare us from 
it? Or are we the firſt that ever delivered this 
Doctrine, That Oaths and Coveuants muſt be 
kept to our own Hindrance? True, ſuppoſing 
we were at our own Choice and Diſpoſal, nothing 
but our own perſ-nal Intereſt - congerned F 
the Lyon in the Way might reaſonably put us to 
Flight, if we were not as ſure (what the Prophet 
thie a! ens) while we fly from this Lyon, to be met 
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with a Bear, even utter Spollings and Devourings 3 


the Havock of the Church; and the Harraſſing 


our Eſtates from this miſhapen Power, in'caſe we 


ſhould be ſo tame and cowardly net to oppoſe it. 
But when, beſides the Duty to our ſelves, we have 
every one of us a ſicred Obligation to the King 
and his Royal Family, to our Country, to our 


| Kindred, and to our Poſterity (Non nobis nati ſu- 


mus; could the Heathen ſay, ſed partem Patria, 


partem Amici, partem Parentes vendicant) we ſhould 


be ſtrangely "impoſed upon to conſider any Thing 
of our own: Danger. Our own particular Well- 
being is very eaſily reconcilable, indeed, with the 
ſharpeſt Miſeries which our Enemies can | 

inflict. For we have learned of St. Paul, Phil. 4. 11. 


Ia whatſoever State we are, therewith 


to be content: Both to be Full and to be Hun- 
gry, to Abound and to ſuffer Need. And there- 
fore, though we ſet no great Price upon our 
Lives and Beings ; yet we have no Temptations 
to expend them in vain; or for the Purchaſe and 
Procurement of that Well- being which is already 
ia our Hands, and cannot with all the Powers of 
Men and Devils be wreſted from us. 
This being, not the Godlineſs of Gain, 1 Tim. 6: 6. 
but the inſeparable Gain and Advan- 
tage of Godlineſs, whenever it is found that it 
brings Contentment and Well-being (vreptaz is 
the Apoſtle's Word, a Self-ſuſficiency and Satis- 
faction) along with W 

But when we ſee our King and his Fainily ex- 
pel'd the Kingdom, and expoſed to the Charity 
of Strangers, which yet they are not ſuffered to 
partake of; but as if the King were too much a 
King, while he has a Kingdom wherein to beg, 
this alſo is envied him, and obſtructed by his 
inſolent Enemies: What can be a louder and more 

— impor- 
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importunate Cry for our Aſſiſtance, when we ſee 


our Friends and deareſt Relations every day har. 


raſs d and ſlaughter' d; - and the little Remnant 
that is left, in continual Tremblings and Suſpen- 
ſes between Life and Death? Wo be to them 
that are at Eaſe in Zion; that ſecure themſelves in 
a whole Skin ; whilſt thoſe of the ſame Flock (of 
the ſame Country, Religion, and Relation) lie 


under the Butcher's Knife, and are mark'd out as 


Sheep for the Slaughter. Hear what 


Proy, 24-11. the Wiſe Man ſays upon the Caſe. If 


thou forbe ar to deliver them that are 


draws to Death, and them that are ready to be ſlain: 


I thou ſayſt, behold we know it not (or as the vul- 
gar Latin reads, wires non ſuppetunt, juſt as you 
object, in this ſcatter'd and difarmed Poſture, we 
ſhall but expoſe our ſelves to the Sword by ſuch 


an Attempt) doth not he that pondereth the Heart 


conſider it? and he that keepeth thy Soul, doth 
not he know it ? and ſhall not he render to every 
Man according to his Works ? Judgment without 


Mercy to him that hath ſhewed no Mercy, and that 
refuſed to be his Brother's Keeper in the Day of 


Diſtreſs. 
And fo for our Poſterity, and the, Generations 
to come; how are we concerned in Duty not to 
give them up to Slayery and Oppreſſion; hut to 
tranſmit unto them the ſame happy Government 
and Freedoms, which were left us by the Wiſdom 
and Piety of our Fore-fathers ? That which our 
Anceſtors did ſecure unto us with the utmoſt Ha- 
zard and Price of their Lives, againſt ſeveral In- 
ſurrections and Rebellions in their ſeyeral Ages; 
| ſhall we their degenerous Children bring the Curſe 
pf all Pollgrity upon us, or Pets ion bepeaying 
them of it!? 


1 8 8 Surely 
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Surely if Being and Well- being had then been 
Jaid in the Scales, and minutely conſidered by our 
Fathers, with Reſpect only to their own Particu- 
lars, when the Land was infeſted with Rebels, 
and the Danes had uſurp'd the Authority of this 
Kingom; the Danes had been our Maſters unto 
this Day. The People's ſcatter'd and diſarm'd 
Poſture at that Time might as well have been 
pleaded for Non-refiſtance, as now. Their Dan- 
ger in the Attempt was every whit as great, and 
the Burthen they groan'd under not more inſup- 
portable, than ours. But herein they were ho- 
Rourable and truly worthy ; that not unto them- 
ſelves, but unto us, they were careful for Deli- 
verance. And in Conſideration of our Well-being, 
and thoſe of the Generations to ſuccecd after them, 
eaſily deſpiſed their own Being, and with their 
Lives in their Hands, put a ſudden Period to that 
treacherous Uſurpation. 
For ſo 'tis not our Being, and our Well-being, 
as they are ſet oppoſite in the Objection, from 
whence we ſhould calculate and take our Eleva- 
tion in this Matter (though perhaps, even thus 
ſet, the Being will not greatly over-balance a mi- 
ſerable or not Well- being, having little in it to 
weigh or become deſireable with any) but our, 
Being, and the Well-being of the whole Nation, 
as in that are comprehended, not this preſent 
Age and Generation of Men only, but thoſe that 
are yet in our Loins, and to ſucceed from us, 


Et nati narorum, & qui naſcentur ab illis, 


even to perpetual Ages And then it will not 
ſeem abſurd to you, I preſume, cr to any ſober 
and conſidering Perſon, That the Hazards of this 
prone Age ſhould be freely ventured for the ſo 

| Breat 


5 
1 —- 
great Happineſs and Advantage of all Poſterity. 
And, what we have loſt by our Sins, that we ſhould 
endeavour to repair by our Vertues. The Pa- 
rents ought to lay up for the Children. And he 
that provides not for his Family; for the Peace 
and Proſperity of his Country; for the Happineſs 
and Well-being of thoſe that derive from him, or 
FEE are related to him, 7iv Tis:y nprnrar, in 
1 Theſ. 5. 8. the Apoſtle's Language, abnegavit fie 
N dem, he has renounced the Faith, and 
is worſe than an Infidel, who only not believed nor 
own'd it. : „„ WD 
 *Taas the profeſſed Honour and Renown of 
thoſe Infidel] Nations which knew not God, to pre- 
fer the Community before themſelves. And fare 
our Lord Chriſt, who gave himſelf up for us all 
(and therein infinitely out-did the foremoſt of 
thoſe forward Heathens, Codrus, Regulus, and the 
reſt, at their own Weapon) did never deſign by 
that gracious Example of his to ſhrink us up to 
a Size and Pittance fo much below them, to live 
only to our ſelves; and in Care and Tenderneſs 
of our Being, to neglect the Welfare and Well be- 
ing of all others. fe | 
And as to what you add in the Objection con- 


cerning thoſe that are engaged, and have already 


acknowledg'd the preſent Power : That any Op- 
- poſition from them will be to their greater Ha- 
zards; and themſelves the more inexcuſable for 
ſuch double Dealing: I anſwer, theſe greater Ha- 
zards and inexcuſableneſs being created by their 
own Default, will not at all excuſe them therefore 
ia their Fears and Unwillingneſs to venture on 
them. They are inexcuſable indeed for their Sin 
in Engaging; but much more inexcuſable, if their 
Sin of Engagement be made an incentive to farther 
Sinning- Which has properly nothing of an En- 
. + gagement 
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gagement in it, but to engage them cloſer to Du; 


th, and to expiate their double Dealing (whereby 


they have added a new Engagement contrary to 
their old Oaths) with double Diligence. For fo 
their great Sin in Engageing does neceſſarily call 
for a great Repentance ; and a great Repentance 
muſt neceſſarily bring forth great Fruits; fructus 


tance. That as they were betrayed before by 


Fears and Apprehenſions of Danger, to this ſin- 
ful Engagement; ſo their v#ave, their After - wiſ⸗ 
dom and Repentance, will be in utterly ſubduing 
this ſic ful Paſſion, flighting all Fears, and boldly 
_ encountring whatever Hazards and Difficulties can 
be laid in their Ways. Whereby it is come to 

aſs quite contrary to what you fore-ſaw, that 
theſe, of all others, are the fitteſt Inſtruments for 
the Work. And by ſo much the more proper and 
neceſſary for the doing of it, by how much they are 


the more inexcuſable with thoſe againſt whom it 


Though after all, perhaps, this wary Diſcourſe 


of Dangers and Difficulties, may be found, in the 


End, but a mere Scare-crow. The Uuſurpation is 


not ſo firmly ſettled as not to be remo- 
ved, but by the Faith of Miracles. Scalpello Seneca. 
aperitur ad magnam libertatem via; & 5 
uncto conſt at ſecuritas. And not being built upon 
the Liking of the People (which yet at the beſt, 
gives but a ſandy and uncertain Foundation, much 


leſs can it always hover in the Air.) The Devil 


may keep it a-while upon the Wing, as 

he did, Simon Magus, to the Aſtoniſhment Act. 8. 9. 
of all: But upon Peter's Prayers the De: 

vil is conjur'd down, and Tis w*yes, (as Simon 
ſtyles himſelf) the great One in Power falls, and 

tumbles headlong with him into Hell, Only there 
SY IT , 3 18 
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is one farther Offer made yet, to hold him vp. 
and ſecure him in his high flying And * is 


from Succeſs, in theſe Words. 
SECTION. IK 


The Lord having once dechifed his Mind, ſay 
you, by a full Profeſſion, and ſeconded it with ſo 
many fignal Providences, we may do well to 
ceaſe from fighting againſt his Prerogative, &c, 
Where God's Hand has been ſo very manifeſt in 
the Work, we may not dare to lift up a Finger 
againſt it. 

That the Hand of God bas been very eminent 
and remarkable in thoſe ſevere Judgments that 
have overtaken us, he muſt be perfeQly blind that 
does not ſee ; and a very formal downright A- 
theiſt that will not acknowledge. And indeed 
can there be Evil in a City, or in a Nation, 
and the Lord hath not done it? Afflition comes 
not forth of the Duſt; neither does Trouble ſpring 
aut of the Ground. A Sparrow falls not to the 
Ground without your Father; much leſs doth-a 
whole Nation. Whoſoever is the Rod, bis is the 
Hand that ſmites us. Which yet cannot be ſup- 
poſed therefore to juſtify or acquit the Inſtru- 
ments, who being Agents likewiſe, as well as In- 
ſtraments, not merely paſſive, but active, and 
operative in the Judgments, muſt be accountable 
for every ſuch Action of theirs in that Rank and 
Relation wherein God has placed them among 
Mankind. And fo what is jaſt and righteous in 
God to do, as having a Sovereignty and Lordſhip 
over all his Creatures, may yet be ſinful and dam- 
nable in Men to act againſt their Equals and Su- 
periors. What is juſt and righreous in God, to 


ä whom I am guilty, may 1 be Nene, and dam- 
nable 


# N 
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n 

Hable in Men before whom I am inn . 
cent. Let ever) Man, ſays St. Paul, 1 Cor. 7. 24; 
wherein he ts called, therein abide with age 
God. Though I may do God's Work indeed, and 
ſerve his End, and the Intereſts of his Church; 
as whatever we do, we cannot do otherwiſe, his 
infinite Wiſdom diſpoſing and improving our worſt 


Actions to thoſe Ende, (even the Crucifixion of 


Chriſt to his greater Glory, and the Salvation of 


Mankind) yet we abide not, we work not with = 


God in any Action, how fair and ſpecious ſoever, 
that cafries us out of our Calling, or diſturbs tha 
Subjection and Subordination ' wherein God ha 
And ſure for the Succeſs which follows upon 
ſuch Actions, that being ex poſs facto, can never 
tbe our Commiſſion for the doing of them. No, 
nor ſecondly, any Mark or Teſtimony of God's 


Approbation to them when done. Firſt, becauſe. 


It is common and indifferent to all Actions, Good 


and Evil; according to that of Solomon. No Man 


knows either Love or Hatred, by all” that is before 
him. "All Things come alike to all, There is one E- 


went to the Righteous and to the Wicked, and there- 


fore no Judgment to be made from thence. V 
the Trumpet give an uncertain Sound, ſays St. Paul, 


who ſhell prepare himſelf for the Battel ? How ſhall 


we call that the Voice of God, or what can we 


tely upon i n an uncertain inſienificant Sound? 


But then, Secondly, the Alteration of God's Oe- 
conomy ſince the Days of Solomon, now that a 
greater than Solomon is here, does yet farther weak- 
en the Argument from Succeſs, as much more 
enclining the contary Way. And being look'd 
upon through the Glaſs of the Goſpel, it does 
tather prejudice and condemn that Cauſe on which 


Side it ſtends- Lo, theſe are the "Ungedly 3 theſs 
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projper in the World; and theſe, have Riches in poſ- 
Jeſſion. Son, remember that thou in thy Liſe-timę re- 
ceivedſt thy goed Things. While, in the mean time; 
Sufferings and Afflictions are meaſured out for the 
Lot of the Righteous, Ia the World ye ſhall, have 
Tribulation, ſays our Saviour. All. that will live 
odly in Covi Jeſus, fays St. Poul, ſhell ſuffer. ber. 
ſecution: And then, mark what follows in the next 
Words. But evil Men and Seducers ſhall wax. worſe 
and worſe ; deceiving, and being deceived. The God- 
ly ſhall be perſecured by che Wicked, and ſo made 
better; but evil Men and Seducers ſhall wax worſe, 
and worſe; nameiy, for Want of Percution, ; For 
ſo the Context and Coherence of the Words does 
plainly ex pound it. Being deceived themſclyes and 
deceiving others; by Reaſon of the low Eſtate of 
the Godly, and their own great Power e rpg 
and Proſperity againſt them; Suitable to that Say- 
ing of Solomon; Ibe Proſperity of Fools ſhall deſtroy 
them. 5 a iet bug e = F 
And indeed, Succeſs. is a Bait ſo, propoftion 
and well reliſhing..to our Palate, that the Saints 
of God, Job, David, Jeremy, and the reſt, have 
| been in Danger to. be ſnar'd by it. If it were 
poſſible, it would ſeduce the very Elect. And | 
therefore no marvel if the Men of the World find 
ſome Savour, and lay fo much Weight upon ir. 
Thus in the 7½ n Divinity, Proſserum ſcelus vir- 
tus vocatur. We read of Selimus zuſtified and, ap- 
proved by them for depoſing and deſtroyigg his 
Father. Nam rerum exitus ſatis docyits faith, the 
Hiſtorian, ##um, quod fecit, divino, jeciſſe inſtinctu, 
& cælitùs fuiſſe prædeſtinatum. Tae Profperous E- 
vent did ſuſſicientiy declare him to be predeſti- 
nated and. ſet om by God. While, in, the mean 
time, unfortunate Bajazer, who took up Arms to 
defend his Life agaiuſt his Brother, is, bitterly ex- 
. 
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ecrated and accurſed by them, merely upon this 
Account; becauſe he was unfortunate, and thrived 
not in the Attempt. . And ſurely the Providence 
of God in this Turksſb Doctrine, and thoſe great 
and- flouriſhing Empires, which the Worſhippers 
of Mahomet have attained unto from very mean 
and inconfiderable Beginnings, did deſign, as by 
a ſtanding Exemplar ſuperadded to this Word, to 
take off Chriſtians from gazing after Succeſs, or 
applauding themſelves at any Time in Faction or 
Diviſion among themſelves, by this Argument, 
which muſt plead for the common Enemy of Chri- 
Nendom, and if throughly received and rely'd up- 
on, advance Mahomet above Chriſt. And juſt it 
is, that thoſe who ſtill take Pleaſure in Unrighte- 
ouſneſs (qui Turcam gerunt in pectore, as Eraſmus's 
Phraſe is) ſhould be condemned to a Turk's Paradiſe, 
even a (trong Deluſion, %% 7a4vns, to be brought 
upon them by God, as the Apoſtle fore- _ 

tels, & Tao Soeue, in ſtrange Succeſſes 2 Theſ. 2. 
and great Power. While they conſider __ 
not what is excellently hinted to them by his late 
Majeſty, That the Wind which fills the Pirate's 
Sails, where there is nothing at all of Man 1n It, 
but immediately the Hand of Heaven, and ſo Jays 
a fairer Plea to Providence than any the Succeſles 
and Atchievements they ſo much , boaſt of, does 
not at all, juſtify his Piracy, or approve his Rapine, 
though it bring him ſafe with his ill-gotten Goods 
into the Harbour. I ſhall diſmiſs this Point fully 
when I have tranſlated the Heathen Poet's Wiſh 
iato a Chriſtian Prayer. 4 


a Ti 


; — Careat ſucce ſſibus opto, 
Quiſquis ab eventu falta notanda putat. _ 
Lord, with ill Luck vouchſaſe that Man to bleſs, 


Who judges Actions merely by Succeſs. Put 
. 4 5 c | | ; u 


. 
But in all this arguing againſt Succeſs, and that 
falſe Bottom which is pretended by you fot the 
eſtabliſhing of a Right, We may not be thought 


to fight againſt God's Prerogative; or deny him 


the Power of diſpoſing the Kingdoms of Men to 
whom he pleaſes, without being asked -what he 
does, though he ſhould give them to the Baſeſt of 
Men. For while we deny this of Succeſs and ſig- 
nal Providences, as you ſtyle them, to be God's 
Way (ſuch a Way, that is to ſay, as muſt be ſup- 
poſed to make up for all other Defects and Irregu- 


larities, and Incapacities whatſoever) we do not 


at all douht, but God has his Way for the Bring- 
ing about what ſeems good in his Eyes. Even 
the baſeſt and meaneſt Wretch upon the Earth; 
may, by the Power of God, be advanced to a 
Kingdom, and digaifled with Dominion. And in 
all this we ask not God what he doth, or why 


he does ſo; but reſt ſatisfied and rejoyce, in as 
mach as he is the Doer of it. The only Query iss 
How he does it? And that certainly, ſince all 


Ways are equally open and eaſy t6 him, we may 
not believe he does by Ways and Means which his 
Soul hates. O Houſe of Iſrael, art not my Ways equal, 
are not your Ways unequal ? The unequal Ways and 
AQions are our own, which the more they grow. 
and thrive, whatever Providences they may pre- 
tend to, they are ſtil] but the more unequal, and 
at fartheſt Diſtance from God's Wazs. The De- 
vil indeed may; by theſe wicked and unequal Ways, 


give us the Poſſeſſion of a Crown and Kingdom 
(for all theſe are mine, faith the Devil 


Luk. 4.6. truly in a limited Senſe, and to whom- 


ſoever I will, | give them) but to ſhew 


that Power is quite another Thing, it is wholly 


reſerved in another Hand. There is no Power but 
of Ged. And ſo it does not neceſſarily go along 
e „%% ee, „ 
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with Poſſeſſion; unleſs we ſhould think that God 
is but the Devil's Miniſter ; bound to approve and 
authorize what, the Devil does. Y 
And then, what means the Law of Reſtitution f - 
And how pitifally did Zaccheus overſhoot himſelf. 
in the Goſpel, by reſtoring four-fold what he had 
taken by falſe Accuſation ? If Poſſeſſion be indeed 
a good Tenure, be-like his Crime was, that he had 
not taken enough : If to his falſe Accuſation he 
had but added Rebellion and Execution; if while 
he was nibbling at Pence he had but exacted 
Pounds; and while he was pilfering the Commons 
Coffers, he had but plunder'd Cæſar of his Crown, 
Euge bone ſerve! well done, good and faithful Ser- 
vaat l have thou Authority over ten Cities. In- 
ſtead of his four - fold Reſtitution, he had been high- 
ly applauded and immediately authorized by God 
in the Dominion of it. | F 
It has been an old Compleioe zpainkt the Cor- 
ruption of humane Laws, that they were as Spi- 
ders Webbs, where the little Flies are hamper'd 
and taken, but the great Ones break through and 
eſcape. And this, only in Relation to Perſons, 
the common and ordinary Sort of People compar'd 
with thoſe of the greater Quality and Eſtate, tho” 
both guilty of the ſame Offence, But how much 
a fouler Corruption is it that is here charged on 
the Laws of God? O what a Spider's Webb do 
theſe poiſonous Tongues make of it! Not the 
accepting of Perſons indeed, the Rich any more 
than the Poor; hut, which is much more horrid 
and blaſphemous, the accepriag of Sinners, the 
great Sinners before the Little. And while little 
Sinners, petty Robbers, are taken and damn'd, 
the great Thieves and Murtherers, not eſcape on- 
ly, but are highly honoured and rewarded by. 
him. And bariag out- ſinned the Puniſhment of 
| F humane 
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humane Laws, which leſſer Villanies fall under, 
they have thereby (eſcaped the Vengeance of 


God: And as by a Probation Exerciſe *(I tremble 


to write it) have approved themſelves for the 


bearing of his Image, and being in his Stead a- 


mong Men. | TY 


And to make all this good, we are remitted in 


the laſt Place to the Fourth of Daniel. Where, 


upon ſerious Peruſal, ſomething may be found 


on in this Point. 


hinted, you think, that may be for our SatisfaQi- 


Truly, though the Method being ſo very im- | 
proper, to ſeek for that in the Dark which we 


cannot find in the clear Light 3 and being con- 


demned in the New Teſtament, as in open Court; 
ſtill to traverſe the Suit, and hope to be acquitted 
in the obſcure, Prophets: I am utterly hopeleſs 
that a ſerious Peruſal will be to the -Purpoſe in 
this Matter. Yet ſeeing this Place of Daniel is 
your laſt Refuge; and though beaten out of the' 


Field, you will ſtil} talk of a Reſerve behind the 


Hedges (as the poor diſperſed Jews bragg of a 


great flouriſhing Empire they have at this Day 
in ſome remote Country) 1 will ſeriouſly peruſe, 
and as. faithfully fer down, all that may ſound 


this way in that Fourth Chapter. Which is no 
more than has been already conſidered by us: 
That the maſt High ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, 
and giveth it mhomſoe ver he will, and ſetteth up over 
it the baſeſt of Men, verſ. 17. And the moſt High 


ruleth in the Kingdom of Men; and giveth it to 


whomſoever he will, verſ. 25. And ſo again in the 
ſame Words, verſ. 32 And none can ſtay his Hand, 
or jay unto him, What doeſt thou? verſ. 35- And 


all 
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all this exemplified there in NebuchadnezZar, who 
for his proud Ignorance was humbled by God into 
a very Beaſt ; and from teigning on the Throne, 
driven to eat Graſs with the Oxen, and to be wet 
. with the Dew of Heaven ; till after a Time, his 
Reaſon and humane Soul again returning, he was 

reſtored again to his Kingdom; and excellent Ma- 
jeſty was added unto him, verſ. 36. FH 
Now, what is there in all this, which, without 
manifeſt Wreſting, can poſſibly bear that horrid 
and helliſh Superſtructure which is laid upon it? 
Nay, ſo far is it from a Hint this Way; as indeed 
it affords a full Heap of Proof to the contrary: 
For if God give the Kingdom to whomſoever he 
will, and ſetteth up over it the baſeſt of Men; and 
in all this no Man may ſay unto him, What doeſt 
thou ? then none, certainly, may pretend Autho- 
_ rity to queſtion, or depoſe, or murther him that 
is thus ſet up by God, though he ſhould be the 
baſeſt of Men, and they could bring a Charge 4- 
gainſt him of Tyranny and Miſgovernment twen- 
ty Years. Tis a Right that is only reſerved in the 
Hands of God. He ruleth in the Kingdoms of Men. 
And therefore to ſhew his Power, and exemplify 
his Way of depoſing Kings in Nebuchadneztar, 
and diſpoſing of Kingdoms, he does not (for all 
Nebuc hadne x Tar's Baſeneſs, though the baſeſt of 
Men) atm his Subjects againſt him, while he con- 
tinued to be their King (this is none of God's 
Way) but he firſt takes away his Capacity to go- 
vern, by jturning him into a Beaſt : And then, 

they who were formerly his Subjects, while he 
was himſelf, upon this great and evident Change, 
ceaſe to be ſo; agt*#rcordipgly drive him from 
among Men. Which is exactly parallel to what 
we ſaid before inthe Caſe of Idioriſm; and down=s _ 
right Madneſs : po * King degenerates, 
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. 
and ceaſes to be a reaſonahle Creature. He can be 
no longer a King, that is not a Man. God, who 
only could, by taking away his Reaſon, hath de- 
poſed him from his Royalty. God hath depoſed 
him, and not Man. And to ſhew that this is it 
alone which did unking him, viz. The ſame that 
did plainly and evidently unman him: Nebuchad- 


nezzar no ſooner returns to be a Man, but his 


Kingdom returns unto him again. All his former 
Failings and Miſcarriages, all the Inter regnum, 
and ſeven Years Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom in 
other Hands, does not prejudice his Title, or pre- 
vent him of his Crown. From the baſeſt of Men, 
nay, from a very Beaſt, he is again become Bd, 
7: Azz, as the Etymologiſt dcrives the Word, the 
Baſis and Foundation, and Support of the People. 
The Baſeneſs of Man is no Obſtruction againſt the 
Dignity and Dominion of God. Thus ſhall it be 
done to the Man whom God delighteth to honour, All 
his Baſeneſs is immediately covercd and ſwallowed 
up in that Excellency, and Majcſty put upon bim 
by God. 33 Cs LA a 
But this makes nothing for the Baſeneſs of the 
Means whereby God is by you ſuppoſed to do 
this. We make no Peradventure at all but that 
this preſeat Uſurper, though baſe enough in his 
firſt Extract and Original, being one of the 
oi 752.0, the loweſt of the lower Houſe of Men 
and who has made himſelf much baſer by his 
_ daring and diſlembled Villany, whereby he is be- 
come, without a Rival, the baſeſt of Men; and 
at leaſt the lmage of Nebuchadnezzar's Beaſt, may 
yet be dignified by God with Sovereignty and 
Dominion. 4s any thing too hard for the Lord? Has 
he not Ways and Means encegt to entitle him to 
it, if it ſeemed good in his E*gs, either by a 
Voice frem Heaven, and ſetting, the People at 


ew 


upon King Adab. 


. 
liberty from their former Allegiance, and then 
diſpoſing their Suffrage on him; cr by bringing 
him into Alliance with the Royal Family, or 
the like? Only we ſay (and ſure againſt that 
there can be no Pretence made from the Fourth 
of Daniel) that the Price of Blood is not to be 
caſt into the Treaſury of the Lord. Rebellion, 
Murt her, and the like, are not to be put upon 
his Account, or to be imagin'd as God's Way for 
the Authorizing and Impowering any Perſon. Haſt 
| thou killed, and alſo talen P. If ſſion ? was yet far 
enough from entitling Ahab to Naboth's Vineyard. 
And ſure would have been of as little Force, if 
Naboth had contriv'd the Sentence, and uſurp'd 
God's Providence was indeed very. viſible and 
remarkable, etiam Deo digna, in ſettling the Go- 
vernmeat of this Land upon the Family of the 
STEUARTS, by taking away one King and two 
Queens ſucceſſively by his own Hand without Chil- 
. dren; Edward the Sixth, Queen Mary, and Queen 
Elizabeth, the only Poſterity of Henry the Eigth; 
without the Contrivance, and beyond the Thought 


L and Expectstion of Men. And yet farther, He 


brought our late King to the Throne, which he 
was never born to, by taking away his elder Bro- 
ther in the Hopes, and Strength, and Prime of 
his Years. And was not his Providence as viſible 
upon this, when in the Rout and Overthrow of 
his Army at Worceſter, he, who was the only Man 
 aim'd at, was the only Man, well nigh, that eſ- 

caped? This was the Lord's Doing, and it was mar- 
 wellous in our Eyes. Whereas now for the Outing 

and Rejecting of them, Diſpoſſeſſing and Diſcard» 
ing of the Royal Family, ſo much own'd by God 
by ©: many Steps and Gradations, with ſo many 
Arts and Methods provided for by him, what do 
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we meet withal but the Wickedneſs and Impiety 
of Men? and that indeed as viſible and eminent 
as God's Providence was before for the Advance- 
ment of them. God raiſed them to the Throne 
as it were without Man, immediately by himſelf, 
and Man has pull'd them down without God: So 
plainly and manifeſtly without God, that no Pre- 
tence is laid to God's Work in the Matter; but 
that which is the moſt oppoſite and contrary to 
it, which does really profeſs God at the greateſt 
Diſtance and Abhorrence from it, Your Thriving 
and Proſpering in your Sin. Sin, when it is finiſhed, 
-bringeth forth Death. And ſure God is never ſo 
expreſly angry and offended at us; never removed 
ſo far from us; never leaves us fo wholly to our 
ſelves, as when he ſuffers us to compleat our 


SECTION. XL. 


And thus, Sir, having run through your whole 
Letter, and duly conſider'd every Part of it that 
could be any where improved into an ObjeQion, 
I ſhould think it a fit Seaſon to take my Leave, 
But when I look back, and find this Reply ſwel- 
led to ſuch a monſtrous Bulk, beyond the Pittance 
and Proportion of an Epiſtle, which is al I de- 
ſigned ; I have no Way to bring my ſelf into 
Shape now, but by ſtretching it wider; and ſo 
ſet up for a little Volume. Which gives me Scope 
therefore (holding my ſelf ſtill to the ſubje& Matter 
before me) to review again the Title of Poſſeſſion, |, 
as it ſtands pleaded for by Mr. Aſcham, and ſo 

1 downwards from that Text of St. Paul, 
Rom. 13, Let every Soul he Subject to the higher 
Powers. For there is no Power but of God. 
The Powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoſoever 

5 i eee ene therefore 
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bref reſiſteth the Power, fe ſiſteth the Or dinuncd 


God. And they. that reſiſt. : ſhall rerbide to then - 


-, 


ves | Damnation. Here the? great” Empbaſis is 
laid upon the Powers that” be. Which e Wo- 
mine in that they bez: however they cor 
be, are acknowled ged by the Apoſtle; fay the 
be ordained» by God'5 and 'then, » der 
Damnation, not eo be oppoſed or reſiſted 'by 
us. ITY 

- 65 widlandum oft jus, - pits! 2 tn, 


Thus much the Heathens, WhO Rnew not God, 


were contented ſometimes to bid for a Kingdom, 
even the Price and Forfeiture of common Juſtice. 
But theſe Saints are the firſt Men, believe, that 
ever profeſſed ſuch Love to a Crown; as to brag 
of the Bargain, and think it a huge 'Pennyworth 

at the Loſs and'/utter Damnation ef their Souls. 
For ſo they ex preſſy do; while” they ſtriyxe and 
plead for it on this Tenor. For there was a 
Time, we know, within the Memory of Man, 
when the G Government was held in other Hands. 
To whom cergainly that Title was then as juſtiy 
applicable Ai Lc Fed, The Powers that be. And 


being ſo, ex ore proprio, "their own Argument, and 


their own Mouth does plainly urge Damnation 
upon them for riſing up, and reſiſting of thoſe 
Powers then in being 
to themſelves Damnation. The Application is fo 
eaſy and obvious, as Þ cannot believe them ſo very 
bliad as not to ſee it. Only they fare ſo eagerly 
bent to ſecure themſelves in the Throne for the 
_ preſent, as in order to that they can willingly: 
bind themſelves to Damnation for ever after. And 
that is indeed ſuch” a vaſt Price, and ſo round a 
Payment, as God may afford them (and we ſhall 
have little Reaſon to grudge that he ſhould afford 
them) all the Peace and pleaſureable Enjoyments 
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They that veſiſt ſhall receive 
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of their Luſts and Ambitions in this World 3: the 
Spoils and Treaſure of a poor Church ; the Say 
and Government of one ſmallflſland. Alaſs ! that 
inſtamed Reckoning which will be put upon them 
at laſt in Hell Torments, might ſeems hugely un- 
rea ſqnable and diſproportioned, if they had not 
his Bi of Fare going before: Sen, Remember 
that +, thou in A recei vedſt thy good 

mgs. 5 5 


But, the Text will, they ſay, remain ſtill un- 

. Incommodum nom ſolvit Argumentum- 
he Argument is good, and proves what we bring 

it for, though we perhaps ſhould be dem d by 


it. To that therefore (when l. have premiſed 
what is already ſuppoſed in the Objection, and 


which, Mr. Aſcham expreſly grants; Or if he did 


not, is apparently proved by Mr. Diggs, in his 
Caſual Paraphraſe; and yet more largely and moſt 
convincingly, by Pr. Hammond, in his Annotations, 
that be) are meant, not merely Power and Au- 
thority abſtracted from Perſons; but Perſons 
cloathed with that Authority) I now make Reply, 
by diſtinguiſhing between kEvasis and vrais, Po- 
teſt as & Vis; Power and Force; Authority and 
Uſurpation. And the Apoſtle's Inference and 
Argument being wholly founded upon the former 
E Rvc ia, Poteſt as, Powers and Magiltrates ; is ſo far 
from being applicable, that it is down- right con- 
trary, and deſtructive unto Avraps, Tyrants aud 
Ulurpers. For ſo the Apoſtle proceeds. Let every 
Soul be ſubjett to the higher Powers (VM ,t’, 
teria) For there is no Pewer ( & N 4voie) but 
of God, The Poners that be (445 voor i Euci are 
edained of Gd. And then follows his Inference 
or Concluſion, Whoſrever thereſore reſiſteth the Power 
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a ilau uiid rf eis reſy eil the Ordinance 

"That 2686 ' Apole Perez reſttaius bimſelf wholly 
Wy ible, is evident by the Words thus truly and 
orderly ſet down. Aud that wie is uſed by 
him in its proper limited Signification, fe 


tfuders and Uſurpers, will as eafily appear” f from 
the Adjuncts and Attiibutes he aſcribes to it, and 
from the Inference and Deduction he draws from 

it. From the Adjuncts and Attributes, That ir 


is of God: And farther, (i ir & fi n Oer) tis 
not but of God: Not of God barely and at 


large, as all Things generally may be faid to be ; 


bur ſo wholly and imediately of God, as of tio. 


other whatfoever in Lhe. eaſt. Which certainly 
For then we "muſt arraign God of all the 
Reben and Violences, and Oppreſſionz that 
were committed in the World. And the Magi- 
ftrare cannot pretend to puniſh a Thief or ag Op- 
preſſor, for that he is a Power, as to what he 
has thus got into his Power, of the ſaine divine 


Original and Eſtabliſhment with himſelf: And ſo 


acts as lawfally and authoritively, in his Sphere, 


as the Magiſtrate can be ſuppoſed, upon that 


Ground, to act in his. Mag na regna magna latro- 


crinia. And I am equally bound to deliver up p my 

Purſe upon the Demand of the Thief, having a 
Power over me, as to pay a Tax, or Tribute up- 
on the Command of the Magiſtrate. They are 
both authorized by God. For there is no Power hut 
of God. Nay, the Devil himſelf will come' in for 


a large Share. And if Poſſeſſion be that which 


makes a Power, he will be found to be the 'FEebia 
Vpigeoe, the ſupreme Power, ſet up and eſtabliſn- 


ed by God. aid: fo ralivg — and Jure diving 
| ia 


or law-- 
fol Power and Authority, with Excluſion to In- 
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in the Children of Diſobedience, who 
Epbeſ. 2. 22 would become much more the Chil- 
ddtren of Diſobedience, if they ſhould 
reſiſt him, and thereby become. liable fo. greater 


Damnation. They that ,refift, ſhall reccive to thems- 
fetves Damnation. eee nenn een 01. ee 
And therefore the Apoſtle, that he might not 
s, in the next Place, the Limitation of Powers. 
Al 3 20a uc las, Not the Powers that be, as we 
trauſlate it; but Que autem ſunt Poteſtates, as the 
vulgar Latin 5 Or, 2 2 ſunt Pateſtates, as Beza 
renders it, and thoſe which be Powers: Thoſe 
who are intended by that Name, who we ſay are 
from God only, and to whom that Title and 
Honour does properly belong, of Si, Powers. 
However, in otber Reſpects they be Heathens, 
and Idolaters, and fo. very diſorderly and con- 
trary to God, as the. Roman Ceſars, of whom he 
ſpoke: Vet L +Z-9iz, their being Powers; or. 
as to Magiſtracy and Power, =» 7% Oe re, 
ash, they are ordered and ordained by God, pla- 
ced regularly; that is to ſay, in that Rank and 
Order of Superiority. by God himſelf. Than which, 
nothing can be more oppolite to, and excluſive. 
of thoſe counterfeit Powers; who, in Opinion of 
their Saintſhip and orderly Subjeftion to God in 
other Matters, have aſſum'd to themſelves a. 
Sovereignty; made themſelves Judges and Dividers 
over us without any Commillion, and againſt the 
plain Order and Ordination of God among us. 
This being ſuch a Unicum neceſſarium in the Caſe z 
that as to be right and regular in this Matter, 
to have God's Ordination to it, does ſo fully im- 
poper any Perſon, that no Impieties or Miſcar- 
riages of his own, no Misfortunes or Miſad ven- 
Lures: that can befal him from others, can diveſt 
5 : : , bim 
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bim of it, Vo d Oer Heye. W Take him at 
the worſt and loweſt, he is ſtill a Sovereign ower, 
and has thereby a juſt Propriety in the Regalia 
in all * thoſe Honours and Privileges which Go 
and Man have any where affixed to the Higher 
Powers. Whereas on the other ſide, if one miſ- 
carry in this Point, and get into the Throne diſ- 
orderly; all the Piety, Proſperity and Poſſe ſſions 
which Men and Angels can pretend to, will no- 
thing avail towards the making him a Power, or 
ſalve up the Defe& of God's Ordination. They 
may ſet him up, indeed, in high Places, and flat- 
ter him with Names, and Titles, and Honours, 
but all is diſown'd and rejected by God, becauſs 
not conferred by his Order. They have 
fet up Rings, ſays he, but not by me Hol. 8.4 
they have made Princes, but 1 knew it net. oy 
And then it follows aptly in the next Words ; - 
Of their Silver and their Gold have they made them- 
ſelves Idols. An Idol-king on the Throne, and an 
Idol-god in the Temple. An Idol. king that can 
neither do Good nor Evil, that has no juſt Power 
for the Puniſhment of Evil. doers, or for the Praiſe 
of. them that do well. Becauſe ſet up, but not 
by me; ; becauſe made a Prince without my Know- 
ledge, in a Way which I never authorized nor ap- 
proved. Bur the Lord knoweth the Way. of the Righ 
teous. AI 5 row Cv, Thoſe which are rightly 
Powers, whatever elſe they miſs and fail in, are 
certainly regular in this, That they are ordered 
and ordained by God- | 
And as the Apoſtle has fully explicated and = 
explained the Meaning of this Phraſe : When he, 
derives the Power from God only, and beaten. 
back all thoſe ſhameleſs impudent Pretenders, 
who would neſtle themſelves under the Generally, 
ty of thoſe Terms, by farther adding, 7 this 
ower 


w— !!!!!! — — —— OE. 2s ” , — >. — * 


Pomer is ondined of cod, To ber reer fen 
God, is not to make our ſelves ſo, or be autho- 


rized by any other, Officers or Army: but to be 
ordained of God. Yet becauſe. theſe reſtleſs Con- 


tenders will nodum in Scirpo quærere, and catch hold 


on any Bulruſh to ſave themſelves: from droyn- 
. ing ; or rather indeed from diſcerning the Truth, 


and being ſaved. To be ordain'd of God here, 
Tay they, and to be The. Ordinance of God, ver. 2. 
is nothin elſe but, To be decreed: and ordained 
of God from all Eternity to ſuch a Power; and 
to be inveſted with it, ia Time, by virtue of this 
Ordinance or Decree : Which Title we juſtly chal 
lenge, ſay they, being now actually poſſeſſed of it; 
which certainly we could not be either without, 


or againſt God's Decree... 7 cn 1) 
Not to plunge my ſelf into the vaſt Ocean of 
God's ſecret Counſels and Decrees, whoſe Name 


being ſecret, we ate thereby forbidden to. enquire 


after. Cum vides velatam, e in rem ab- 
ſeonditam? This Tree of K 


This 1 Knowledge is certainly 
the forbidden Fruit : And in the Search whereof 
it is much eaſier to loſe our Eyes, than find an 
Iſſue; as being the moſt immenſe and inſcrutable 
Treaſury of an infinite and incomprehenſibie Wiſ- 
dom. Yet, thus much we may venture to aſſert, 


That either all Things which befal here on Earth, 


however foreſeen and foreknown by God, are 
not all of them. ſo neceſſarily conſtrain'd by any 
Decree of God's, to fall out as they do, but that 
ſome of them (at leaſt, as to any ſuch. Decree) 


might fall out otherwiſe than they do: Or elſe, 
that it is lawful, nay, pious and. neceſſary. in us 


to oppoſe ſome Events which God has decreed. 
The Reaſon of the Conſequence is plainly this: 
Becauſe we arc commanded to oppoſe the Being 
of ſome Things which yet aQually are, and con- 
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tinue to be. Whereupon it follows, that eithe 
they are without a Decree, according to my firfl 
Propoſition ; or elſe, that we are bound to reſiſt 
ſome Things which God has decreed, as was ſaid 


in the Second. Either of theſe Propoſitions be- 


ing granted (as one of them muſt, for that both 
cannot be falſe) it will follow, that either your 
poſſeſſing of the Place is no ſure Evidence of 
God's Decree; or, ſuppoſing it to be ſo, yet that 
you are not thereby ſecured from Oppoſition and 
Reſiſtance : Nay, that our Duty and Piety to 
God may urge us, perhaps, notwithſtanding, to root 
you out. Thus Diſeaſes and Invaſions, though 
both from God, and, according to your Tenet, 
from God's Decree, are yet to be repuls'd by 
Force and Phyſick- And who knows whether the 
Decree to remove you again, be not as fixed and 
ſeſſed. Be not high minded, but fear. 
But to take away all ſeeming Force of this 
Objection: To be 'ordain'd by God, and the Or- 
dinance of God, cannot be here underſtood barely 
of his Decree. For the Words are 7:]Jaypira and 
Jul; which an eaſy Grecian muſt needs know, 
derive themſelves from 7471» or 7dww (Non man- 
Aato aliquid inſtituto, ſays Beza, on the Words, not 
to command, or decree, but) ordino, or in ordinem 
diſpono to place, or to diſpoſe in Order. Thus 
the Centurion in the Goſpel is av tZzoiav TaabugyO- | 
plac'd Or rank'd under Authority. Thus elt is 
ſignifies Order, and Jai Diſorder and Confu- 
ſion. And thus 4:«]ayn muſt not ſignify an Or- 
dinance, as that is taken Vſu forenſs for a Statute 
or Decree, but properly, God's Ordination (and 
accordingly the Latin Tranſlations, both Beza's 
and vulgar, have Ordinatæ ſunt, and Ordinationi) 
as that Word is uſed in the Eccleſiaſtical Accepta - 
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n Order. So that ordained by God here, is to 
ave God's Ordination; and is the ſame with what 
_ the Apoſtle terms in another Place; 


Heb. 54 4. called of God. Ne Man takgs this He- 


nour to himſelf, but he that is called of 


| tlon for the pacing or admitting of « Ferfn, 
by ſome Formality or other, into ſuch or ſuch 


God. Where, called of God, we ſee, is manifeſtly 


oppoſed to taking of it himſelf ; and ſo cannot 
be. the ſame Thing. And how then can we 


ound or imagine God's Decree, or Call, or Or- 


ination upon this Argument, which is, of all 


other, the moſt evident Bar againſt it. No Man 


is ſo clearly and evidently not the rightful Power, 


as he that takes it unto himſelf, and pleads and 


challenges it upon that Title. Inaſmuch as 
ſtandiog ſtill, or not acting, is more competible, 


or Teſs contrary to God's Call and Ordination; 


than running on one's own Head. For ſome 
Men have been called, or ſent, or ordained by 


God, which have delayed to go, and act: But 


no Man that took it to himſelf, that run upon 


his own Head, was ever called or impowered by 
him, Oi Nag Fav Ne,, They that take the 


Sword, are adjuged already, by our Saviour, to pe- 


riſh by the Sword. Not only to bear it in vain” 


(which is enough to take them off from being a 


rightfal Power. For he beareth not the Sword in 


vain) but to bear it manifeſtly againſt themſelves, 
and to become their own Executioners by it. 


Which they can only fence, by plainly denying 
our Saviour and St. Paul. That whereas they 
ſpeak of taking the Sword, and taking Honouf 


— 


zauſd to one's ſelf, in Oppoſition to God's Call; 


it is utterly groundleſs; muſt theſe Men ſay, there 
cannot poſſibly be any ſuch Thing. The having 
of Honour, is a certain Evidence of being called 
> 8 „„ by 
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by God. And poſſeſſing of the Sword does mas 
nifeſtly entitle one to the Power of it. And 
therefore leaving them a- while to try it out with 
God and his Word, I muſt be allowed, upon this 
Authority, to ſuppoſe their Poſſeſſion turn'd out 
of Doors. And then the only Task remaining for 
me, is to find out fomething to fill up the Place, 
that may be an evident Mark of God's Ordination, 
whereby this Power is convey'd to a Perſon, and 
how we ſhall know irt. ey 
God's Lordſhip and Sovereignty over us, does 
_ originally ariſe from the Right of a Creator: Ig 
that he is the Cauſe and Author of our Being; 
he muſt neceſſarily have an abſolute Dominion 
over us, who are produced and created by hims 
| It is he that hath made us, and not we our ſelves, 
ſays the Pſalmiſt. And then it follows regularly. 
in the next Words, We are his People, &c. And 
as he was pleaſed not to produce all Men, as 
he did Adam, ſolely and immediately by himſelf, 
though he had the Reſidue of the Spirit, as the. 
Prophet ſpeaks ; but to take in Man as a Tuvef be 
and Co- partner with him in the Production of 
the reſt, deriving them by Generation one from 
another. He has herehy admitted Man likewiſe 
into a Partnerſhip of his Sovereigaty : Made him 
naturally a Sovereign over thoſe who receive their 
Being and Production from him. And thus Pa- 
rents are Petty- gods in relation to their Children; 
and Children have the Obligation of Creatures 
upon them, in Reſpect unto their Parents: And 
this not only to their next and immediate PfPa- 
rents who beget them, but upon the ſame Tenor 
(for Cauſa cauſe eſt cauſa cauſati) to their Parent's 
Parents, Avus, Proavus, Tritavus, Grandfather, 
Great-grandfather, and fo upwards. Every One 
in the whole Category and Succeſſion of ba pe- 4 


J 


being a Subalternum genus : That is to ſay, a Power 
in reſpect of thoſe under them; but a Species 
and Subject ſtil}, in reſpect of the Summum genus, 
the Supreme Parent from whom they; flow, and 
by whom they are ſent. And thus a. Family be- 
comes a Kingdom; and the King, or Pater parria, 
Father of the Country, is the very Paterfamiliat, 
Maſter of the Family. And as Noah, if he were 
ſtil) alive, would certainly be Rex Catholicus not 
in Title only, but in Truth, the Catholick or 
Univerſal Monarch of the whole World; as being 
the Father of all the Families and Kingdoms now ia 
being So this Univerſal Monarchy muſt neceſſa- 
rily expire upon his Death, and become divided, 
as it was between his three Sons, Shem, Ham and 
Faphet + None of them being a Father, and there- 
fore not a King over the other; but every one a 
Father, and abſolute in his own Family. Sem, the 
elder Brother, beiag ſtil] but a Brother; and ſo. 
though he had many Privileges and Priorities, 
even a double Portion above the. reſt, as due by. 
his Birthright : Vet, not neceſſarily, or by the Law 
of Nature, to ſucceed into a paternal Power over 
his Brethren, no more than he could be a natural: 
Father to them. 3 fy $6 Ge anal 
And as here began the Diſtinction of Kings 
and Kingdoms, in theſe three Brethren and their. 
Families; ſo they all multiplyiag into many Sons, 
and thoſe Sons into many more, who-were all, 
after their Fathers Deaths, as their Fathers before 
them had been, Abſolute and Independant Mo- 
narchs over their reſgective Children, Every Fa- 
mily being ſtill a ſeveral Kingdom, it muſt needs 
be, that ia Proceſs of Time, among ſo many Kings 
and Kingdoms, all Abſolute and Independent from 
one another, there could not but fall Matter of 
continual and endleſs Controverly : Every leſſer 
1 ine eee e 
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Famlly oppreffed by the Greater: Every Difference 
with a Neighbour being only determinable by the 
Sword, and to be managed by a bloody War. For 


2 


the avoiding of which great Inconvenience, ma- 


nifeſtly ariſing from the Multiplicity of Kings 
and Kingdoms, we muſt ſuppoſe, That either ad- 
moniſhed by God, or prompted by right Reaſon, 


theſe ſeveral Fathers of Families, ſo many of them 


as were adjoyn'd by any Nearneſs of Place, and 


"Kindred meeting together in one Body, and 


others in another, and ſo of the reſt, did give 
up this their Abſolute Power, which they had ſe- 
verally before over their own Families, into the 
Hands of ſome one Perſon, incorporating them- 
ſelves and their Families into his Family ; adopt- 
ing themſelves his Children and by uaiting their 
ſeveral paternal Powers into him alone, did there- 


by make and acknowledge him the common Fa- 


ther of them all: And that not perſonally only, 
'or with Limitation to his particular Self, (for 


then at his Death they miſt have returned to 


the ſame Inconveniencies as before. Which, by 
the greater Increaſe of Families, would then be- 
come much greater; and which therefore they 


were concern'd the rather, and with greater Di- 
ligence to prevent) but to his Heirs after him. 


So making his Family to be a Family of Fathers 
In their ſeveral Generations, to them and their 
Families for ever. ts whos on 


And that this is indeed the true Original of 
Kings and Monarchs, all particular pater gal Pow- 
ers being reglly rransfer'd and united in them, is 


very evident, as Mr. Diggs obſerves. Becauſe 
elſe we ſhonld be bound ro obey our Fathers 
Commands before thoſe of the King's. For di- 


vine Precept ſtands in full Force, Honour thy Fa- 


ther, &c. Which Mine as St. Paul ſays, the firſt 


Command-— 
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Commandment with Promiſe, and the firſt in the 
Second Table, does certainly, in its own Weight 
and Obligation (and ſo ought to do in our Value 
and Obſervance) out-ſtrip all other After-com- 
mandments of the ſame Nature with it, or re- 
lating to Man. And were not therefore to be 
ſet lower, in the leaſt, by honouring and obey- 
ing the King before our Father; if it were not 
certain that the King is more our Father than 
our Father that does beget us. Tam pater nemo 
eſt in terris. No Man is fo much our Father, as 
the King: And to whom therefore the Honour 
enjoyn'd us towards our Father, does moſt emi- 
nently and in the firſt Place, upon that very Ac- 
count, belong. 1 1 brat „ 
But if this Derivation of Kingly Power ſhould 
not become, perhaps, ſo plain and intelligible to 
ordinary Apprehenſions, as too far removed out of 
their Sight: I ſhall endeavour, in a new Draught, 
to bring it nearer; and by clear and evident Ia- 
ſtances, to facilitate the Underſtanding of it. 
God doth impower a Perſon, or call and or- 
dain him to Power by two Manner of Ways: 
Either mediately, or immediately: Immediately 
and by himſelf, ſo he called Aaron to the Prieſt- 
hood; Saul, and ſo after him David, to the King- 
dom: Mediately, or by. Right, from theſe, as 
Eleazar, and his Sons after him, ſucceeded to 
Aaron; fo Solomon, and his Sons after him, ſuc- - 
ceeded David in the Kingdom. Though all theſe 
may be rather ſaid to be immediately call'd by 
God, in as much as in the firſt, Inveſtiture and 
conferring Authority on Aaron and David, the 
Promiſe, and ſo the Power, was made to them 
and their Seeds for ever. Which yet, while it 
was immediately done by God, was never ſo im- 
mediately done by him as not to take in men Mi- 
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niſtry of Alen for 'the going of it ;, eh 

known authentick Prophet to convey this Mel age, 
to call and conſecrate the Perſoa to this Autho- 
rity. Thus Moſes, by God's Appointment, ſettles 


the Prieſthood upon Aaron: And Samuel, the 
) . 2. ; 45 | L3G 47548 TOSS 37 7 * 17" "ST 
Kingdom upon David. And whoever will derive 


from this Claim, even this immediate Call from 
God, muſt not pretend ] know not what Revela- 


tions from Heaven, between God and his own 
Soul; the ſecret Whiſperings of a private Spirit 
to impower him in it. For beſides that a Man's 
own Ambition will eaſily whiſper and prompt him 
to ſuch Motions 3 God's own ſecret and imme- 
diate Way is not ſo very ſecret and immediate. 


And upon this Reaſon ; becauſe Power and Au- 


' thority being a Relative to Obedience, the Power 
of the King to the Obedience of the People, if it 

were thus privately and ſecretly conveyed; to him 
only whoſe Intereſt and Advantage it is to pre- 
fend it; how could this draw after it the Sub- 


© ov 


jection and Obedience of the People, unleſs ne 
ſhould reſolve quite contrary to David's. Omni. 
homo mendax, All Men are Lyars; that every Man 


ſpeaks right and truth in his own Cauſe, Which 
Principle, as ſoon as evet it could be taken up, 


muſt neceſſarily be proved falſe by ſo many Pre- 


tenders as would ariſe under Y Favour of it, one 


- againſt another. And therefore the Revelation, 


4 


in this Caſe, muſt be to the People as well as to 
the Prince; or, as God has better dee de 


2 Prophet known and acknowledged by all... Qther- 
be the, 


wiſe, if God mould ſecretly call him co 
Prince or Protector; yet, where has the Peg 
this, any Call or Wartabt,jto be bis Subjed ! 
he have a Reyelation to, be our Sovereign, yer 
r . ES * $1% a 3s a ** 8 A 
pe have no Revelation to He his Subſefts. . And 
how is he a Prince then that has no People Let 
e | „ the 
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the Pringe therefore that p wege, this. Tenure, 
produce his Prophet; : and the ropher Wake 
his Commiſſion. Which, if he can confirm with 
no better Miracle than that lying Wonder of Suc- 
ceſs, and cauſing Fire to come down from Hea- 
ven; killing and ſlaying as many as will not re- 
ceive him: He proves himſelf but a falſe Prophet 
by all this. As appears, Rev. 13. 13. And he, 
and the Beaſt which he worſhips, the Teo egal, 
And the Neudντοοο˙νν ſhal both be 7 
Rev. 19. 20, alive, ſays God, into 4 Lale of Fire 
| burning with Brimſtone. 18578 
But indeed whatſoever is ſaid, this ſeitpedſüte 
Way and Cah, could only be ex pected when God 
was pleaſed to govern immediately by a Voice and 
Revelation from Heaven, as among the Jews. But , 
for the Generality of Mankind, and the. reſt of 
the World, he has left them, as the wiſe Man tells 
us, in the Hands of their own Counſels. Chriſt”s 
King dom is not of this World. Nor hs he ever been 
known, from the firſt Day of his Lacarnarion, to 
call or conſecrate any Man to Power and Domi- 
nion, merely Secular, by any of his Apoſtles or 
Prophets in an extraordinary Way. All that he 
does peculiarly in this Matter, is, by giving Laws 
to hold us faſt to Duty and Allegiance ; confirm 
and ratify the Covenants we have made, and the 
Oaths we have taken; impower the Perſon whom 
the Law has appointed to be our Prince ; over- 
rule all the Actions and Counſels both of Prince 
and People, as ſeems beſt to his divine Wiſdom, * 
and for the Good of his Church. And laſtly, 7 
when he pleaſes to alter the Government, not 
by permiſſion barely, which wicked and .unreaſon- 
-able Men may extort from him, but by his own. 
Act and Approbation, he ſo diſpoſes and orders 
Hin and e that by the Laws and | Rights, 
: among 
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among I is. transfer, 0 .to mother; Thick 5 
wot that Tam Come, to de Lam; I anz not 
it bie rhough, ſpoken 
by our yaviour. in, Relarion to the Maſaigal, Law, 
is verified Ii wiſe of him in Relation ta the Lam 
bf Nature, and of Nations, and the Municipal | 
Laws, of every particular Kingdom, O far as they 
ure not repugnant to that Supreme I. aw of his, laid 
down. in the Holy Scripture... Hie comes. not to de- 
| ſtrey but to fulfil them; not to ſuperſede or evacu- 
ate them, but to hold us the faſter and; hs Elaine 
to them; to make us; the more, dutiful and obſer- 
yant to them i in our ſeveral Places and lies 
Mes of Nature, Nations, or. thoſp.of al 
Lan 6 
And this the Apoſtle has plainly 1150 mated. 
When, as a Motive of all chearful ready Gbedi. 
' ence, of Wives to their Husbands, of Children 
to their Parents, of Servants., to their Maſters, 
and ſo of Subjects to their Soveręigus ; he tells 
us, that in obeying them, we obey not. Men bur 
God, even the Lord Chriſt. Whereby |. Fo foe 
ir appears, that their Laws, are not Cel. 32 24, 
their Laws, but Chriſt's.” And that 
he dictates to us by their Mouths, this being that 
which, as it preſerves, Peace and a decent Subor- 
dination among Men, does admirably ſet forth 
the Excellency of Chriſt's Oęconom and Govern- 
ment of the World, with ſuch a 7 of Wiſ- 
dom (as becomes bim that is the Wiſdom, of the 
Father) as without making uſe of the Strength ot 
his Arm, or doing ev 1 Thing by mere Force, 
he does yet effect and ring to paſs what. Alterar 
tions he pleaſes in the World, by his wonderful 
and wiſe diſpoſing the Couoſels and Affairs of Men 
to his deſigned iſſue. Atlintit & fine 2% ad. 7 — 
fortiter,, fays the wiſe Man, & diſponir omnia ſuas 
N N I 7," 
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Wi, 8. 1. viter. Wi dow reacheth from one e End to 

3 8 mr, hilly and ſweetly does ſhe or- 
a 2 * Things, Forintr 2 Juaviter mightily and 
ſrreefly. 

n erefore kh boi ing only paternal Power, 
r the Authority of Parents over their Children 
mmediately from God; 7 and wherein the Child to 
be under 'Obedience' was never ask'd his Ay or 
No; to àſſent or differ: The mediate or more 
remote Way hall grant to be in our on Choice 
and Elegipn. Which yet, after we have deter- 
mined ea eue our ſelves; bored 'our ſelyes, as 


uk 


it were, through the Ear, by entring into Oaths 
and poor 1 Ss Obedience (thoſe two Gud]ddi]a 
wedyudle, Fleb. 6.) we are then as faſt and as ir- 
reverſibly. bound, for ſo long as we have bound 
out” ſel 7 as if we, were bound immediately by 
| Ged;Ant'a" Voice from Heaven. And, as it was 
W Servant bored through the Ear, tbere is 
75 5 lee to ſet us free. 
onſider the Caſe of Auani ass Sacrilege, Acts 5. 
The ſame Sin as Achan x. Joſh. 7. And both pu- 
niſned with Death, though Achan's was in ſtealing 
Part of that which God had immediately and by, 
bimſelf, conſecrated to himſelf, The Wedge of Gold, 
and the 'Bab ylonifh Garment : Anani as s in "Jetaining 
Part” of that which he bimſelf, of ' himſelf, bad 
dedicated to God's Service. Which, to ſhew it 
was b this Promile and Conſecration of his, as 
bY "now and ape as if God had immedi- 
oy Cate it himſelf ; St. Peter tells him 
Our i Ard ps ron, axe mol or, Thou baſt mot lyed. - 
vnto, or che at ed Men, but God. So to whom we 
give our awful Promiſe of Subjection and Obedi- 
ence, thereby diſcriminating that Perſon from the 
— ok the Lump, ſetting him up in a peculiar 
weer to . #8 ti to whom, all our, 


Obedience 
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Obedience and Subjection is eſpecially due, which 
is the proper Notion of Conſecration; he is then 
as truly ſacred} and to be uſed cum diſerimine with 
Reſpect and Reverence. by us, as if God had 
placed him by Name in this Authority over us. 
Whilſt it remained was it not our own ? was it. 


not in our own Power? But to go back and with- © 


draw our Allegiance ; after Vows, to make Ea- 
quiry, What is Maſe; and Lops, Foot Oe 
pail them? Our Murmurings, and ſo our Diſ- 
obedience and Rebellions, are not againſt them, 
% The Lord. © ĩͤ oEED 
Nay, to ſhew that this mediate or more remote 
Way, as we call it, of our own Choice and Ele- 
 Qtion, is yet, after our Choice is made, as truly. 
God's Act, ratified and confirm'd by him, as if 
he had done it immediately and by himſelf, it 
does in ſome Degrees and Species of it lawfully 
make null, and is preferred hy God before that 
Authority which he brings us under without our 
| ſelves. Thus the Obedience we owe to the Au- 
tbority of our Parents whom we are brought un- 
der merely and immediately by God, and where 
he does wholly chuſe for us, yet ceaſcs and gives 
way to the Duty between the Husband and bis 
Wife ; which is of our own EleQion. For this 
Cauſe ſhall a Man leave Father and Mother, and cleave 
to his Wife. And by this Reſemblance of the Caſe 
between a Man and his Wife, we ſhall be able more 
explicitly to reconcile and unite the mediate and 
immediate Way of God in placing of Rulers over 


18804 did marry Adam and Eve together imme- 
diately and by himſelf. Of the Rib made he 4 
Woman, ſays the Text, and be brought her unto the 
Man. But to others there is a Liberty and Free- 
dom gryen'them not to marry neceſſarily this or 

8 oo | G 4 5 88 that 
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that. Man; this or that Woman; but at their. 
own Choice and Liking. But now when they have 
made their Choice, determined and tied up this 
their former Liberty in the Marriage-knot : God 
himſelf has done it; and it is, even the Marriage 
of this particular Man and Woman, as truly and 
verily God's Act, as if He had done it (and not 
Man) immediately by himſelf. For ſo ſays our 
Saviour, even of theſe ſo married, Quos Deus con- 
junxit, &c. Whom God has joyn'd. together (fo as 
to be ſacred and inſeparable) therefore (but by 
God himſelf, till Death us do part) let net Man 
put aſunder. ; VVV 5 
Now God may be ſaid to to marry the King 
and the Children of J/-ael together (as Adam and 
Ewe) immediately and by himſelf, by an open 
and profeſs'd Revelation from Heaven. But the 
reſt of the World he has left at liberty, as to be 
married to this or that Man; ſo to be governed 
not neceſſarily by this or that Authority, this or 
that King and Family; but at their own Choice 
and Election. But when this Choice is once made 
and determined; when the People have elected 
this Man for their King; placed him as their 
Head and Supreme by ſacred Oaths of Allegiance. 
in the Preſence of God, to tie and aſſure them 
ſelves for ever in Subjection to him (as the Wo- 
man to her Husband in the holy Eſtate of Ma- 
trimony) Yox populi eſt vox Dei: Tis then as ve- 
rily God's Act, as if he had by a Voice from Heaven 
ſent a Prophet to anoint this Man King over this 
People: The People have no more to do; he is 
then ſacred and unalterable. Whom God bath joyn'd 
together, let not Man put aſunde. . 
But now when the People, who are one Body, 
as the Woman, but yet Corpus fluidum a ſucceſſive 
 *Bady ; as we call a River the ſame River to day 
F N 1 


as yeſterday, though there be not one Drop of 
the fame Water in the Channel to day which we! 
ſaw yeſterday : So the ſame People, though one 
Generation paſſeth and another cometh; When 
they; I ſay, for the better Security of their oo] n 
Times, and to provide likewiſe for this Succeſſion, 
do elect and ſwear Fealty to the King, and his 
Heirs after him, and lawful Succeſſors: Thoſe 
his Heirs in their ſeveral Ages and Suceſſions,' 
mult needs be thought, by Virtue of this firſt Ele- 
ion, to have the ſame Right and Authority 
confer'd upon them by God, as irreverſibly. and 
indiſpenſably as to the People, as he who was firſt: | 
placed in Supremacy over them. Whom God has 3 
joyn'd together, has the ſame Force here, as for- 
merly. And as at or by the Death only of every 
particular King, they are free'd and at Liberty: 
from this particular King (as the Woman at the 
Death of her Husband) ſo they cannot be ab- 
ſolv'd from the Succeſſion but by the Death and 
«9panous of the whole Royal Line, and who were 
of Night to ett ²ĩ . ITE, 
Saul was anointed, indeed, King over Jſrael on- 
1ly in his own Perſon. Bat when God ſettles it 
upon David, and his Seed after him, as with us 
to, the King and his Heirs, tis very obſervable . 
they were not anointed afreſh in their ſeveral 
| Succeſſions (as they need not with us any new 
and particular. Election of the People) but the 
Ointment upon the Head ran down upon the Beard, 
and went down to the Skirts of his Cloathing : 
And ſo the Hem of this Royal Robe, the very 
farthermoſt in the Succeſſion, has God's Anoint- 
ing, viz. the People's lawful Election upon him. 
Which they cannot reverſe, though to take Place 
only (as David's actual perſonal Anointing did 
not prefer him to the Crown till the Death of 
- KEY RE LE 
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$eul)-when by the Death of thoſe! before bim it 7 


rightly. and regularly deſcends upon him. For fo 
the Anointing the King with Oil, was but an Em- 


blematical Ceremony of placing that Perſon ſo 


anointed in Supremacy above the reſt; from that 
peculiar Quality in Oil, to be uppermoſt and ſu - 
preme in all Mixtures (and therefore the Lord's 
Anointed, in the Old Teſtament, is called the Su- 
preme in the New. Whether to the King as Su- 
ent. 1 Pet. 2. 13.) which is done viva voce, or 
in Words at length, in the People's Election. And 
thereſore to chuſe or to anoint a King or Synono- 
mag, are Words of the ſame Signification. So 


in Jotham's Parable, Judg. 9. 8. When the Trees 


/ 


went forth to chuſe a King, they went forth, it 
is faid, to anoint a King over them. And in the 
15th Verſe, If in Truth ye anoint me King over 
Von, i. e. make me your King, ver. 16. 
Exod. 30.31. And then the Anointing-Oil was ho- 
39. 38 ly, as we may read in ſeveral Places, 
Pfal. 89. 20. to ſhew that the King's Perſon was, 
WS by this Anointing, become Sacred.” 
His facred-Majefty,'as we uſed to ſay, not to be 
prophaned therefore by rude or common Ufage. 
Touch not mine Anointed : And, Who can ſtretch” 


Ia brief, God's Method in ſetting up of a King, 


was, anciently, by ſending a Prophet with Com- 


miſſion to pour Oil upon the Head of that Per- 
fon whom he deſigned for that Honour. Now 
the People is that Prophet. God's ſending the 


Prophet with Commiſſion to anoint ſuch a Perſon,” 


is his opening a fair lawful Way, and enclining 


the Hearts of the People to the Election of this 


Perſon-: And the People's Voices and Suffrages, 


Pour'd upon him in the Election, is the * 
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il. upon. his Head, whereby he is made Sacred 
and Irreſiſtible. 105 ere, firlt, the Suffrage of ts 
ple is the Oil of the Prophet. Which, as the 
Prophet might not be pouring out firſt upon this 
Perſon, and then upon that, as often. as he pleaſes, 
but only when Gad ſends, bim 3 So, for are the 
People impoyer'd_ to. reject this and ele& a new 
King, but when God gives them Commiſſion, that 
is to ſay, when a fair Vacancy and utter Extin- 
FCiion is made of the Perſon and Family whom 
they bad formerly choſen. In the mean time the 
Prophet has nothing to do with the Oil; nor have 
the People any Voice and Suffrage whereby to con- 
fer Soxereignty on any. And ſecondly, as in the 
Anointing with Oil, the Prophet that poured the 
Dil, yet was not he that gave the Power, but the - | 
Means and Meſſenger only by whom it was con- 
King ; and therefore was himſelf ſubje& to the A 


King as ſoon as he was thus anointed by him. 4 
So. the People, in their Blection and Impow- 
ering any by their Suffrage, are not to be look d 
upon as the Authors and Donors of the Power, 
but the Means and Inſtrument only whereby God 
conveys it to this Perſon. There is 0 Power. but 
of God. Neither the Prophet nor the People had 
| Tus vitæ & necis, Power of Life and Death over 
others, much leſs, over themſelves; and not ha- 
ving it, cannot be ſuppoſed to beſtow it ( Vibil 
dat quod non habet) which therefore muſt needs be 
derived to him from a bigher. Original. And the 
People in their fulleſt freeſt Convention, when 
hey are moſt the People, remain ſt ill in the Con- 
Neon of the People; as the Prophet in the Caſe 
before, in a Degree, that is to ſay, of Subjection 
and laferiority to, the King ſet over them. 
That there may be, indeed, a King, as there 
is a Duke, of Venice, inferior to the Senate — : 


. 
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Body of the people, we have before acknowledged: 
But ſich an One is, as I have ſaid, abuſively tand 
2 King - And the arraying him with Royal Title, 
and denying him the Power of it, is but the ſame 
Piece of Mockery as when Herod cloathed our 
Lord in Purple, and put a Reed in his Hand, viz. 
a Scepter that muſt bow and give way at every 
Blaſt of the People. The Colours that waſh of || 
were never laid in Oil. He that is truly a King, 
is as truly Supreme. And that ours in this King- 
dom is truly and rightly ſuch, if it be not grant- 
ed before, may be proved evidently by tbe Oll of 
Ris Anvinting ; and fo at large from the Body 
of our Laws; and moſt undeniably from that 
particular Law, which, with fo much Penalty, does 
e and require it of us, to ſwear, in expreſs 
Terms, That the King's Highneſs is Supreme in 
theſe Realms. And leſt there might be Room 
left for copeing or joining others in Supremacy 
with: him to intermingle other Liquors with this 
Holy Oil, by fancying a Co-ordination between 
the King and his Parliament, as was once pre- 
tended: It is yet more plain and full in the Words 
of the Oath- The King's Highneſs not oaly is 
Supreme, but the only Supreme Governor in this 
Realm. And being, ſo, it is thereby evident, that 


5 all the Sacredneſs and Immunities of the Lord's 


Anointed in the Old Teſtament: All the Honours 
and Prerogatives which are affixed to the Higher 
Powers in the New : Whether to the i Cuci ars Ve - 
5&5 in St. Paul; or to the Bam pixel: in 
St. Peter, does truly and properly belong unto 
him. His Non- poſſeſſion will not allow us in a 
Non; ſubjection. Honour, and Cuſtom, and Tri- 
bute, ſays St. Paul, not where theſe are claim'd, 
but where theſe are due. And to be ſubject for 
Conſcience Sake, as we are enjoined, never re- 
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is deſcribed in the 4th Verſe. For he leareth nag, 
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or how far off; but has the 
even when we have leaſt Reaſon to be afraid of 


his Wrath. -. 


St. Pauls Sword has two Edges. The firſt againſt | 
| The Romaniſls.; Who, upon the Pope's) Accongty , 
and in Obedience to bim, do take Liberty of dif: 


obeying their King. Againſt theſe in the. firſk 


Words. Let every Seu be © ſubjeft, 10 the Higher 


Powers. Key ITegpnTus, dy Arbe, , ſays, St. Cry; : 
ſoſtom on the Place, though he be a Prophet or 
Apoſtle. The Pope is included in Tizo2 Jun, 
every Soul, and ſo falls himſelf, as to any Thing 
in his Papacy, under Subjection. The Higher 


Powers refer'd to in this Place, being plainly not 


the Eccleſiaſtical, but the Civil Magiſtrate ; not 
the Power of the Keys, but of the Sword, as he 


the Sword in vain : Not the Rod or Keys of Ex- 

communication, but the Sword of Execution. And 
then ſecondly, againſt thoſe popular Partiſans who 
derive from the People and rebel upon their Ac- 


count. Every Soul will fetch them in too, as 
_ comprehending under it Singula generum, & genera 


Singulorum, Aft Sorts, and 0 e of all Sorts 
which is not the Supreme. And they that reſiſt, 


ſays the Apoſtle, though they be as many as can 


be apprehended under the Word, They. Which 


ſure will reach from Dan to Beerſbeba, and include 


the whole People, though being a They ſo nu- 
merous and ſo great a Multitude, they may poſ- 
ſibly prevail ſa far as to Wake. ſure of . him-for- 


calling them to Account, or avenging himſelf up- 


on them. Yet they ſhall not eſcape the Venge- 
ance of God. They ſhall receive to themſelves Dam- 
nation iaulols ela, as they have bea Sauldis. 


And therefore, to drive this to the Quickz 


AuBbres, Becauſe they have rake the Sgt: And 
taken Honour to themſelves, to themſelves "like- 
wiſe they ſhall receive Damnation. The Pretence 
of Rebellion is always, indeed, for the common 
Good: But the Deſign being wholly for themſelves, 
for their own Advantages and Preferments, to or 
7 f . the Wealth and Royalty to themſelves; ju 
it is, that they ſhould receive to themſelves Bu. 
nation: That is to ſay, in ſo full, ample, and in- 
finite a Meaſure, as if Damnation, which is the 
common Portion of the Wicked, were in groſſed 
and appropriated only to themſelves. 1 
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